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YEAR IN REVIEW 


a: 


The eyesore ‘Games and Lanes building \ was ; torn down i in 2017, but the City Council rejected unfer efforts to beautify Walnut Street Extension. As the year closes, 
the “downtown” commercial area is still dominated by a vacant lot. What will next year bring? FILE PHOTOS 


Eyesore’ is gone but work remains 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


s Agawam moves to 2018 
Ae three new city coun- 

cilors, and most impor- 
tantly, a new mayor, there are still 
looming questions over the future 
of Agawam’s economic develop- 
ment in the Walnut Street Exten- 


sion area. 





NEWS STORY OF IHE YEAR 


The town’s Business Modern- 
ization Committee has been in ex- 
istence for seven months, and has 
already made one major accom- 
plishment, the establishment of 
district improvement financing, 
a tax arrangement that allows the 
town to earmark additional taxes 


received from a new development 
for use improving infrastructure 
in that business zone only. 

BMC and City Council mem- 
ber Anthony Suffriti says he hopes 
it will finally encourage a buyer to 
come in and buy the Games and 
Lanes property, which hasn't been 


used productively since 2001, and 
long loomed over the neighbor- 
hood as an abandoned structure 
and source of groundwater pollu- 
tion. 

David Peter, owner of Foxbor- 
ough-based Site Redevelopment 
Technologies, completed the re- 
mediation of Games and Lanes, 


BUSINESS I page 9 


From campaign trail to Community Center 


NEWCOMER OF [HE YEAR 





Vakny Chon- 
many and the 
Agawam Com- 
munity Center 
at 270 Main 
St., Agawam, 
are finalizing 
preparations 
for the grand 
opening in 
January. TURLEY 
PUBLICATIONS 
PHOTO BY PETER 
SPOTTS 





town. 


By Peter Spotts 
aan@turley.com 


ak Chonmany, owner of Asian Martial 

\ j Arts & Core Fitness at 270 Main St., may 
not be new to town, but he burst onto the 

public scene this year, first running as a long- 
shot candidate for mayor and then spearheading 


the effort to bring a community center back to 


He ended up finishing third in the mayoral 
race, but the goal of his campaign wasn't solely 
to win. Chonmany was focused on becoming 
more involved with his town, community, and 
finding his place. 

“It really opened my eyes ... 
sues the town is facing, the issues citizens are 
concerned with, where is our money going to, 
those play an important role. Thats what I was 
trying to accomplish,’ he explained. 

It was his participation in the mayoral race 
that helped birth the idea of starting a commu- 
nity center for the town. During his campaign, 


knowing the is- 
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Neighborhood pushed back against solar farms 


By Peter Spotts 
aan@turley.com 


T Planning Board seemed 
ready to approve a 20-acre 
solar farm just steps from 
Kosak Court. 

Then the neighbors came over, 


voicing their opposition at board 
meeting and turning solar farm 


ANA WAIS 






































NEWSMAKERS OF IHE YEAR 


proposals — specifically, the po- 
tential for large-scale arrays to be 
sited on agricultural land abut- 
ting residential neighborhoods — 
into Agawams grassroots cause of 
2017. 

Harrison Grant of nearby To- 


413.786.7747 


e Fax: 413.786.8457 


bacco Farm Road said he got 
involved to support his fellow 
neighbors and didnt feel Ever- 
source, which owns the land and 
proposed the solar array, dealt 
with the community well. 

“I wasn't happy with the way 


Eversource handled informing 
and listening to the communities 
that would be living by the farms; 
Grant said. It would have been 
better, he added, “If they had gone 
in and given everybody a letter, let 
people know ahead of time in the 
neighborhoods and everything, 
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AQUATICS 
Brownie boys season 
starts swimmingly, Page 10 
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HIGH SCHOOL 


Teens 
cited 

for ‘A’ 
grades 


By Mike Lydick 
aan@turley.com 











School Superintendent Steve 
Lemanski recognized four high 
school seniors at a recent School 
Committee meeting when he 
presented them with prestigious 
awards based on their high aca- 
demic achievements. 

Nicholas Lamari and Mea- 
gan Olson are recipients of a 
Certificate of Academic Excel- 
lence award from the Massa- 
chusetts Association of School 
Superintendents, which hon- 
ors seniors who have distin- 
guished themselves in the 
pursuit of academic excellence 
throughout high school. 

Joseph Hendrickson and So- 
nia Rubeck received Academic 
Growth and Student Leadership 
in Learning awards from the 
New England School Develop- 
ment Council for consistently 
pursuing a high level of academ- 
ic effort and serving as positive 
role models for other students. 

While the MASS award has 
been presented for several years, 
this is the first year Agawam 
High School students received 
the NESDC award. High school 
principal ‘Thomas  Schnepp 
nominated the seniors for the 
awards, which are presented 
in the fall to benefit recipients 
when applying to colleges. 

All four rank in the top 10 
of their class with nearly iden- 
tical GPAs. Rubeck's is 4.38, 
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Clockwise from top left: Nicho- 
las Lamari, Meagan Olson, Sonia 
Rubeck and Joseph Hendrickson. 
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY MIKE 
LYDICK 


e Facebook: @AgawamAdvertiserNews ° Email: aan@turley.com 
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DEATH NOTICES 


Dubois, Debra L. 

Died Dec. 20 

Funeral Dec. 26 
Curran-Jones Funeral Home 
Agawam 


White, Janice D’Amours 
Died Nov. 11 

Celebration of Life Dec. 28 
south Congregational United 
Church of Christ 

opringfield 
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OBITUARY 
POLICY 


Turley Publications 





offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$75, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 


Quality Products at Affordable Prices — 


| 300 Main St., Agawam, MA 789-2074 
= OPEN: Tues., Wed., Sat. 9am-5pm 
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Hendrickson and Lamari are both 
4.37, and Olson is 4.36. 


‘Surprise gift’ 

Nicholas Lamari, 17, said his 
MASS award was “like a surprise gift? 

He said the award shows the work 
hes done at school — particularly in 
math — hasn't gone unnoticed. 

“Tve been lucky enough to have 
very good teachers, he said. “When 
others put time into you, the least 
you can do is to try to give back to 
them by showing how you value 
their teaching.’ 

At school, he’s a peer-to-peer 
tutor, helping struggling students. 
Outside of school, Lamari spends 
a large amount of his time taking 
care of his grandmother, who has 
difficulty walking. “The time I've 
spent with her has helped me to 
understand others better, especial- 
ly those who might have disabilities 
or other obstacles they encounter 
in their everyday lives.’ 

Lamari, who plans to major 
in actuary science, has applied to 
Western New England University. 
His mother Cynthia said her hus- 
band Joel began working with their 
son on his math homework when 
he was in 4th grade. “I think hav- 
ing dad be so involved with Nick 
and supporting him at home really 
made a difference, she said. 

Schnepp called Lamari “an im- 
pressive young man’ and a “natural 
scholar’ who is humble and kind. 
He said “his heart to serve others” 
is reflected in his role as a caregiver 
for family members. 


‘Ecstatic’ about award 

Meagan Olson, 18, is “ecstatic” 
about her MASS award. 

She said it’s “great” to be recog- 
nized for her high GPA, her chal- 
lenging AP and honors classes, and 
her participation in clubs and vol- 
unteer activities. 

Olson volunteers through the 
National Honor Society, and as a 
teen board member for the Ronald 
McDonald House: “It’s remarkably 
rewarding to volunteer for my com- 
munity, she said. 

Olson, who works part-time 
at Thousand Cranes Art Studio in 
Feeding Hills and as a math tutor, 
said it can be “tricky” to balance 
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At top, AHS seniors Meagan Olson and Nicholas Lamari stand with School Superin- 
tendent Steve Lemanski after he presented them with 2017 Massachusetts Associ- 
ation of School Superintendents Certificate of Academic awards. Above, Lemanski 
stands with AHS seniors Joseph Hendrickson and Sonia Rubeck and their 2017 
National School Development Council Academic Growth and Student Leadership in 
Learning awards. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY MIKE LYDICK 


it all, “but I stay focused because I 
know my education will lead me to 
the career of my dreams. She plans 
to double-major in psychology and 
biology at UMass-Amherst. 

Mike Olson said his daughter's 
“self-drive and diligence’ earned her 
the award. “We just know that it’s her 
destiny to do great and wonderful 
things as an adult? Added his wife, 
Jennifer, “Meagan has always excelled 
in her dedication to her education,’ 

Schnepp called Olson a “deep 
thinker” whose contributions to 
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class discussions are atypical of a 
student her age. “Meagan is very 
in tune with those around her and 
consistently works to make people 
feel special and validated. She is a 
poised, polished, inquisitive young 
woman bound for greatness.’ 


‘Nice, polite and kind’ 
Joseph Hendrickson, 17, is “ex- 
tremely gratified” to receive his 
NESDC award. 
He said the award acknowledg- 
es the outstanding effort of top tier 
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students like himself. 

“Good behavior isnt noticed 
enough — there arent enough op- 
portunities to recognize academic 
achievement, said Hendrickson, 
who plans a medical career and 
hopes to attend Vassar College. 

His leadership abilities in sports 
earned him the role of captain 
for both the volleyball and soccer 
teams hes played on throughout 
high school. His leadership skills 
were also recognized by St. John’s 
Church in Agawam when he was 
named a volunteer coordinator who 
contacts other volunteers to help 
pack food delivered to shut-ins. 

His parents — both teachers in 
Southwick — said they're thrilled 
with his award. “Were quite hap- 
py for him; said David Hendrick- 
son. Laura Hendrickson said her 
son has always known how much 
their family values education. “We 
couldnt possibly be more proud.’ 

Schnepp describes Hendrickson 
as “a genuinely nice, polite, and kind 
young man’ who “thrives on compe- 
tition” while being a very relatable 
person. “Everybody truly likes Joe. 
His demeanor is always humble.’ 


Confidence booster 

Sonia Rubeck, 17, said her NES- 
DC award “acknowledged and vali- 
dated” her academic achievements 
at AHS — especially her AP courses. 

“It bolsters my confidence, 
said Rubeck, who plans a career in 
communications. “The challenging 
curriculum of AP courses created a 
dynamic and sophisticated course 
load that stimulated my intellectual 
curiosity and forced me to confront 
my own personal beliefs and views.’ 

Rubeck has been president of 
the Foreign Language Club since 
her freshman year and belongs to 
several other clubs, including Best 
Buddies and the American Sign 
Language Club. 

Her mother, Cristina Serrano 
Carrasco, said her daughter has 
“an unwavering commitment’ in all 
her classes. “She works extremely 
hard. This award is a great way to 
validate her efforts.’ 

Schnepp said Rubeck's efforts to 
“learn more, do more, and achieve 
more’ is due to her ability to “blend 
drive with a touch of humbleness 
and an admission that perfection 
need not be the ultimate goal” in 
every situation. 
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All firefighters have thermal cams 


The Agawam Fire Department has 
taken a major leap forward in fire- 
fighter safety and effectiveness by de- 
ploying thermal imaging cameras to 
every firefighter on duty. 

“This new equipment not only 
helps firefighters in the execution of 
their jobs on the fire ground but also 
helps ensure that everyone goes home 
safely at the end of the day,’ said Fire 
Chief Alan Sirois. 

The thermal imaging cameras al- 
low firefighters to see in dark and 


smoke-filled environments by ana- 
lyzing infrared light and converting 
it into an image that is displayed on 
an LCD screen. The imagers allow 
firefighters to find victims in a fire, 
navigate their way through smoke to 
the seat of a fire, measure the severity 
of heat in a burning room, and quick- 
ly find an exit in the event that they 
become disoriented or need to leave 
a room urgently due to deteriorating 
conditions. Firefighter disorienta- 
tion is a primary contributing factor 


to firefighter deaths within structure 
fires. 

Thermal imaging equipment has 
become increasingly affordable over 
the last two decades. Twenty years 
ago, a single thermal imager cost in 
excess of $20,000 and was four times 
the size of the current handheld 
units. The FLIR K2 imagers recently 
purchased by Agawam cost $1,400 a 
unit and are part of an apparatus and 
equipment capital improvement pro- 
gram. 





Rosie Robotics build season be- 
gins next weekend when the rules of 
the 2017-18 FIRST Power Up compe- 
tition are announced. 

The team invites everyone from 
the community to join it for a kick- 
off celebration on Saturday, Jan. 9. 
Doors open at 9 a.m. in the technical 
wing of Agawam High School, 760 
Cooper St., Agawam. The rules of this 
years game will be revealed at 10 
a.m. Members of the team, who are 
all students at AHS, have no advance 
knowledge of the type of robot they 
will have to build for this spring’s 
competitions. 

Rosie Robotics thanks Mechan- 
ical Plastics, Inc., specifically John 
Murphy (owner) and Peter Magagno- 
li (vice president of operations), and 
EpiCenter, specifically Les Tingley, 
for their generous donations to sup- 


Robotics team kickoff next week at AHS 


Members and adult advisors of the Rosie Robotics team in their workshop at Agawam 


High School. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


port Rosie Robotics as it enters the 
six-week build season of its 17th year. 
For more information concerning 


kickoff or build season, feel free to 
contact Brianna Gaynor at racegirl. 
bril@yahoo.com. 





Art group to learn sketching skills 
at meeting Jan. 10 in town library 


Artists at Indian Orchard Mills. Having 
studied with many award-winning artists, 
she loves creative exploration both as a 
teacher and as a student. Walters current- 
ly teaches both group classes and private 


The Agawam Community Artists and 
Artisans will host Alexandra Walters at 
the Wednesday, Jan. 10, meeting. She will 
demonstrate the art of sketching. The meet- 
ing will take place at the Agawam Public Li- 
brary, 750 Cooper St., Agawam. It will begin 
at 6:30 p.m. with a brief business meeting. 

Walters maintains the Serendipity Art 
Studio at the Indian Orchard Mills in In- 
dian Orchard. She graduated with honors 
from Westfield State College with a B.A. 
in art, with a concentration in fine arts. 
She enjoys working in a variety of media, 
and has received awards in regional and 
national shows for her colored pencil and 
pastel artwork. She is a member of the 
Connecticut River Valley Artists, the To- 
bacco Valley Artists Association and the 


Familiar 
faces in 
parade 


All lunches served with fresh and chilled fruit. 


Monday, Jan. 1: No school. 

Tuesday, Jan. 2: Mozzarella sticks, whole-grain 
breadstick, crinkle cut fries. 

Wednesday, Jan. 3: Chicken filet wrap with assort- 
ed sauce served with lettuce, tomato and cheese, 


art lessons at her studio. 


She will talk about a variety of ap- 
proaches, demonstrate working meth- 
ods, and will bring a selection of sketch- 


books to view. 


viewed by another person.’ 


“Sketching is a very different kind of 
artistic endeavor for me than working on 
that which I intend to be finished, framed 
artwork, explained the artist. “They are 
less formal and many times, more inti- 
mate. The time spent, and theses sketch- 
es, are for me and might not ever be 


Feline 
Friends 
calendar 
on sale 


Feline Friends Inc. is 
offering for sale a 2018 cal- 
endar, featuring Skunk the 
Cat, Jester, Rishi and many 
more sanctuary cats. 

The cost for the cal- 
endar is $19.95. For more 
information and to order 
a calendar, email info@fe- 
linefriendsinc.org, call 413- 
786-5019 or contact any Fe- 
line Friends Inc. volunteer. 


School Lunch 


knot, seasoned broccoli. 


Thursday, Jan. 4: Steak and cheese, peppers 


AGAWAM HIGH SCHOOL 


side of pasta salad. 


Several Agawam natives 
will perform with the UMa- 
ss Minuteman Marching 
Band on Jan. 1 in the Tour- 
nament of Roses Parade. 

Elizabeth Burbank, 
Daphne Gauthier, Colin 
Knowlton, Lia Wood, Ra- 
chel Jurkowski, Elyse Cote 
and Bob Fontaine will per- 
form alongside 400 of their 
classmates. 


Thursday, Jan. 4: Fresh assorted calzones, garden 
salad with light dressing. 

Friday, Jan. 5: Spicy chicken patty, Boston baked 
beans, low-fat Doritos. 


AGAWAM JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
ROBERTA G. DOERING SCHOOL 
AGAWAM ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 

Monday, Jan. 1: No school. 

Tuesday, Jan. 2: Chicken nuggets with dipping 
Sauce, seasoned rice, seasoned corn 

Wednesday, Jan. 3: Pasta with meat sauce, garlic 


and onions (Junior High and Doering), barbecue on 
whole-grain bun (elementary), onion O's, vegetarian 
baked beans. 

Friday, Jan. 5: French bread pizza, salad with light 
dressing, cookie. 


BREAKFAST 


All breakfasts include assorted cold cereal, muffins and 
pastries, cheese sticks, fresh fruit and orange juice. 

Serving times: High school, 7 a.m.; junior high, 
7:15 a.m.; Granger, 7:55 a.m.; Doering, 8:10 a.m.; 


Phelps, 8:20 a.m.; Robinson Park, 8:30 a.m.; Clark 


8:39 a.m. 

Monday, Jan. 1: No school. 

Tuesday, Jan. 2: Waffles. 

Wednesday, Jan. 3: Egg and cheese sandwich 
with hash browns. 

Thursday, Jan. 4: Warm cinnamon rolls. 

Friday, Jan. 5: Pancakes with syrup. 


september Girls sing at free concert next week 


The September Girls will give a free 
concert featuring songs of the 1960s 
and ’70s next Friday, Jan. 5 

Medleys from “Sister Act” and 
“My Best Friend’s Wedding” will be 
featured in the concert, which be- 
gins at 7 p.m. in the Agawam Senior 


Center, 954 Main St. Doors open at 
6:15 p.m. The quintet consists of Ker- 
ri O'Connor, Jane Garabedian, Ellen 
Harris, Brenda Jermakian and Karen 
Drumheller, who are musicians, mu- 
sic teachers, choir directors, soloists, 
Broadway musical performers, and 


members of the Springfield Sympho- 
ny Chorus. 

As with all events in the Agawam 
Cultural Council's Applause Series, 
this concert is free and open to the 
public. Additional information is 
available at www.agawamcc.org. 
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Jan. events at Agawam 
Congregational Church 


All are invited to attend the Agawam Congregational 
Church, 745 Main St., “a place to call home — a people 
to call family” Worship service is at 10 a.m. Sundays, 
with a children’s message, church school and fellowship 
and coffee hour following. 

Playgroup meets on Thursday mornings at 9:30 a.m. 
It is open to the public. Cancellations and vacations fol- 
low the Agawam public school schedule. 

Monday, Jan. 1: Office closed. Happy New Year. 

Tuesday, Jan. 2: Missionary meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, Jan. 3: Let Us Gather, 7 p.m. 

Thursday, Jan. 4: Choir practice, 7 p.m. 

Friday, Jan. 5: Annual Report articles due. 

Monday, Jan. 8: Prayer Shawl Ministry, 9 a.m.; Prop- 
erty, 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, Jan. 10: Life Line Screening, 8:15 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m.; Let Us Gather, 7 p.m.; Deacon's meeting, 7 
p.m. 

Thursday, Jan. 11: Choir practice, 7 p.m. 

Friday, Jan. 12: “R Time, 9:30 a.m. 

Saturday, Jan. 13: Men's Fellowship meeting, 8:30 
a.m.; Boy Scouts bottle and can drive. 

Monday, Jan. 14: Martin Luther King Jr. Day; Prayer 
Shawl Ministry, 9 a.m.; Loaves and Fishes, 4 p.m.; Trust- 
ees meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, Jan. 17: Let Us Gather, 7 p.m. 

Thursday, Jan. 18: Choir practice, 7 p.m. 

Saturday, Jan. 20: Womens Fellowship meeting, 
9:30 a.m.; Pork Supper, 5:30 p.m. 

Monday, Jan. 22: Prayer Shawl Ministry, 9 a.m. 

Tuesday, Jan. 23: Council meeting, 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, Jan. 24: Let Us Gather, 7 p.m. 

Thursday, Jan. 25: Choir practice, 7 p.m. 

Monday, Jan. 29: Prayer Shawl Ministry, 9 a.m. 

Tuesday, Jan. 30: Parent Café, 9:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, Jan. 31: Newsletter collation, 9 a.m.; 
Let Us Gather, 7 p.m. 

Pastor Greg E. Dawson is available for prayer after 
each service. The church offers many programs, special 
family activities, trips, picnics and more. Newcomers 
are welcome and members of the community are in- 
vited to participate in all church events. For more in- 
formation, call the church office at 413-786-7111, visit 
www.agawamcongregationalchurch.com or email of- 
fice@agawamcong.com. Regular office hours are Mon- 
day through Friday, 8:35 a.m. to 12:35 p.m. 





POLICE LOG 


The Agawam Police Depart- 
ment responded to 342 calls for 
service from Dec. 19 to Dec. 25. 
The department recorded three 
arrests in its public log. 


Friday, Dec. 22 

Jesus E. Mateo-Duprey, 22, of 
Huntington St., Springfield, was 
arrested on a warrant. 

Jeffrey Morin, 42, of Alden 
Road, Windsor, Conn., was ar- 
rested and charged with operat- 
ing under the influence of liquor, 


negligent operation of a motor ve- 
hicle, and marked lanes violation. 
Denise Cormier, 44, of Peros 
Drive, Agawam, was arrested and 
charged with disorderly conduct. 


FIRE LOG 


Logs for Dec. 19-25 were not re- 
ceived from the Agawam Fire De- 
partment in time for the Agawam 
Advertiser News’ deadline. 
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Opinion 
A letter from 
the editor 
— Thanks! 


s your local newspaper in Aga- 
Aw and Feeding Hills, the Aga- 

wam Advertiser News is the only 
news source that focuses squarely on 
your hometown. But we admit it — we 
appreciate all the help. 

Most of the little tidbits that fill the 
small spaces on the inside of the paper 
start out as press releases forwarded to us 
by a club member, a church secretary, a 
team parent or, simply, a loyal reader who 
saw something interesting and wanted to 
make sure we knew about it, too. If you 
know about a team or a church or a club 
or any event that we haven't covered in 
the past, give us a call or drop us an email 
— we want to cover it, we probably just 
didn't know about it yet. Nine times out of 
ten, if you send us a writeup or a photo of 
something happening in Agawam, well 
be glad to print it. 

“Thank you, too, to our fellow Aga- 
wam businesses who advertise in the 
Advertiser News, and to our subscribers 
and newsstand customers who pay for 
our print edition. And extra thanks for 
the folks who buy a copy of the paper ... 
and then spend the rest of their money 
at one of our advertiser's businesses. 

On this editorial page, we especial- 
ly thank all the local letter writers, col- 
umnists and political candidates who 
shared their views with us over the past 
12 months. Thanks to the Rev. Rich- 
ard Adams, the Agawam Beautification 
Committee, the Agawam Junior High 
School community, the Agawam Junior 
Women's Club, Frank J. Andruss Sr., Dan- 
iel Arventos, John Barber. Joann Barnes, 
Jay Berger, George Bitzas, the Rev. Ken 
Blanchard, Nancy Bobskill, Anthony 
Bonavita, Shelley Borgatti-Reed, Forrest 
Bradford, Kathie Breuninger, Deb Brian- 
cesco, Joanne Brown, Robert Burke, Ce- 
cilia Calabrese, Marcia Capuano, Elaine 
Carlson and other Senior Center patrons, 
Paul Cavallo, Billy Chester, Vakny Chon- 
many, A.J. Christopher, James Cichetti, 
William Clark, Nicholas Cocchi, Richard 
Cohen, Chet Comins, Lou Conte, Vera 
Conway, the CPA Committee, Michael 
Daley, Darcy Davis, Susan Dawson, Di- 
ane Diehl, Mike Dobise, Paul Fein, Don- 
na Ferraiolo, Madeline Flanagan, Linda 
Galarneau, Barbara Goyette, Brian Halla, 
the Rev. Harvey Hill, Josephus Housey Jr., 
Christopher Johnson, Leslie K. Joseph, 
Paul Kapinos, Henry Kosloski, Dolores 
Lagrange, Ron LaRiviere, Gina Letellier, 
Danielle Light, Anne Liptak, Rick Locke, 
Tim Lockwood, Robert Magovern, Mike 
Marieb, Abbey Massaro, Angelo Mazza, 
Ryan McLane, Peter McNair, Roberta 
McQuaid, Dino Mercadante, Carmino 
Mineo, Joe Mineo, Joseph Moore, Kathy 
Mouneimneh, Uli Nagel, Joanne and John 
Newsome, Kerri O'Connor, Gerry O'Keefe, 
Bob Olmstead, Susan Olshuff, Lindsey 
Oyola, Doug Paquette, Todd Peetros, 
Pastor Brad Peterson, Joelle Phillips, Mi- 
chael Pill, Andrea Polley, Noreen Poole, 
Douglas Reed, the Rev. Tim Reed, Timo- 
thy Reed, Donald Rheault, Robert Rossi, 
Wendy Rua, Vic Rufo, William Sapelli, 
Mary Scherpa, Gerald F. Smith Sr., Kerry 
Smith, Jamie Stafslien, John Steinberg, 
Rosemary Stratton, Cheryl Terramagra, 
Grace L. Tilden, Trustees of the Captain 
Charles Leonard House, Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Uschmann, Pamela Weingart, 
Walt Willard and Corinne Wingard. 

Were looking forward to reading 
what you have to say in 2017. And to ev- 
eryone else — we want to hear from you, 
too. Let your neighbors know what you 
think about the day’s news. Send your 











COMMENTARY 


Sewer saga a black mark on Agawam 


By Mike Marieb 


ticle about sewer expansion 

in Feeding Hills, Councilor 
Richard Theroux hit the nail on 
the head when he said that the 
demise of sewers was a failure 
of leadership, meaning that over 
the past decade, councilors and 
mayors have let other projects, 
such as the high school athletic 
fields, “jump the line’ for capital 
spending even though the sewer 
expansion project for parts of 
Feeding Hills had been identified 
as a priority. 

Failure of leadership, indeed. 
Immediately below is a letter to 
the editor that I wrote in May of 
2013 that was never published 
because the then-editor felt that 
it didn't follow the typical let- 
ter-to-the-editor format. I have 
re-read my letter and feel that it 
is just as applicable today as it 
was when written four and a half 
years ago. It describes in detail 
examples of the failure of lead- 


I: the recent front-page ar- 


ership that councilor Theroux 
alludes to. 





“The septic is hectic.” That’s 
how the first sentence of a real 
estate ad began over 20 years 
ago for a Bradford Drive resident 
trying to sell his house. You have 
to hand it to that Feeding Hills 
homeowner for being up-front 
about the problem. He could 
have instead highlighted the 
spectacular view of Oak Ridge 
golf course that most Bradford 
Drive residents enjoy. I knew a 
Bradford Drive resident many 
years ago who told me that the 
septic problem was so bad that 
she had to have her septic tank 
pumped every few months. Be- 
lieve it or not, the street still 
doesn’t have a sewer connection. 
My understanding is that Brad- 
ford Drive is in Phase II of the 
stalled Feeding Hills sewer ex- 
pansion project. 

John and Joanne Cap- 
puccilli had an excellent let- 


ter-to-the-editor summarizing 
the status of phase II that ap- 
peared in the Nov. 29, 2012, issue 
of the Agawam Advertiser News. 
They thanked Mayor Cohen for 
being a longtime advocate of the 
project. After reading the letter, I 
wrote to Mayor Cohen remind- 
ing him that a few years ago I 
publicly praised him at a sewer 
meeting at the Junior High for 
being the first Agawam official to 
confront the issue. I added that 
I hope he has not wavered in his 
conviction on this matter, and 
told him that back in 1981, Town 
Manager Richard Bowen told 
the residents of my Feeding Hills 
street that the town’s plan was to 
extend sewers out our way with- 
in the next five years. That was 32 
[now 36] years ago. We never got 
our sewers and Bowen left office 
after having served just one year. 
Mayor Cohen replied saying that 
he was not opposed to the proj- 
ect but “that the funding of the 
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FAITH MATTERS 


The precious little lamb 


day? The countless number of spotless lambs they 


precious little face staring back at them and had given to the priests never seemed to satisfy the 


Te exhausted shepherds looked into the 


noticed something was different. They had 


requirements for the sins of humanity. With each 
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the responsibility of caring for the Tem- 
ple flock and noticed the details of each 
newborn with carefully trained eyes. No 
defects. No spots. A soft round face and 
eyes filled with peaceful innocence star- 
ing at them. They looked at each other, 
smiled and nodded in agreement. ‘This 
one was perfect in every way. 

The job of a shepherd is not presti- 
gious. It is hard work caring for animals 
that tend to wander off and get lost. One 
must be vigilant for strays, counting 
and recounting all the time. Keeping a 


watchful eye for hungry predators who attack un- 
der the shroud of darkness meant sleepless nights 
in all manner of weather. The flock knew the voice 
of the man with the long crooked staff who led them 
to still water to drink and green fields on which to 
graze. Yet, there were moments of wondering what 
it would be like to have a different vocation in life. 
Many moments in the dark watches of the night. 
Was it worth all the time and effort in this seeming- 
ly thankless job, knowing the end result meant the 








; 


Tim Reed 








new sunrise the call would come, “Send 
another lamb.’ The little creature would 
be led away, not realizing what was go- 
ing to happen. I wonder if the shepherds 
were attached to the cute little fluffy fac- 
es of white wool with dark black eyes and 
tiny bleating voices, or had the years of 
routine calloused their hearts and deaf- 
ened their ears? 

On this one special night, a lamb was 
born who would put them out of a job. As 
they stared into the face of the newborn, 
the sound of the angels was still ringing 


in their ears, “In the city of David a Savior has been 
born who is Christ the Lord!” This precious face 
with dark eyes peered up at them through the strips 
of cloth encircling its trembling body and he melt- 
ed their calloused hearts and stirred within them a 
song of praise to the God of heaven and earth. They 
were witnesses of the birth of the Lamb of God who 
would take away the sin of the world, providing sal- 
vation to all who would believe in him and call on 
his name. The name of the baby was Jesus. 
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sacrificial death of an innocent animal to atone for 
the sins of humanity on the Temple altar? 

The endless circle of life and death for these 
blameless creatures rolled down the corridors of 
time. Would it ever end? Was there a possibility 
their service as shepherds might not be needed one 


Start the New Year filled with joy embracing the 
hope of Christmas, and let the power of faith trans- 
form your life forever, because faith matters! 


letter to the editor to Agawam Advertis- 
er News, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, 
or email aan@turley.com. 

It is your newspaper, after all. So tell 
us what you think! 


Turley Publications, Inc. cannot 
assume liability for the loss of 
photographs or other materials 
submitted for publication. Materials 
will not be returned except upon 
specific request when submitted. 


The Rev. Tim Reed is executive pastor at Bethany 
Assembly of God on Main Street in Agawam. 
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Think you know your town? Take the 2017 news quiz 


How well did you follow the news in 2017? For each 
of the questions below, the answer appeared somewhere 
in the pages of the Agawam Advertiser News in the past 
year. If you think youve got a good handle on everything 
that happened in this own in the past 12 months, take 
the quiz and send your answers to Agawam Advertiser 
News, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. You may also fax 
413-786-8457, or email editor Michael Ballway at mball- 
way@turley.com. 

Please send the answers on a separate piece of paper, 
typed or neatly printed, with your name and daytime 
telephone number (not for publication) at the top, and 
each question and answer denoted by number and letter 
only (e.g.: 1-A, 2-B, 3-A, 4-C, etc.). Those with the highest 
scores will be recognized in an upcoming edition of the 
Agawam Advertiser News. Entries must be received by 
Jan. 12. Good luck! 


1. What hobby has people requesting the skills of Jeff 
Bellefleur of Agawam, a retired landscaper? 

A. Chainsaw art 

B. Japanese rock gardens 

C. Hedge topiary 

D. Flower arrangements 


2. Several town officials complained to the U.S. De- 
partment of Agriculture in January about what? 

A. New regulations on horse farms 

B. Relaxed guidelines on student nutrition 

C. Dead starling birds in town 

D. Lack of funding for sewers in Feeding Hills 


3. Before poll workers employed by the town were 
raised to the state minimum wage of $11 per hour, 
how much were they being paid? 

A. $6.60 per hour 

B. $7.70 per hour 

C. $8.80 per hour 

D. Nothing 


4. When the town received a $207,970 energy effi- 

ciency grant in February, how did it spend most of 

the money? 

A. Paying consultants to craft an energy efficiency master 
plan 

B. Changing all town streetlights to LED bulbs 

C. Installing new, “smart” thermostats at Town Hall, po- 
lice and fire stations 

D. Updating lighting and appliances at Clark and Doer- 
ing schools 


5. Warren Parker, who died in February, was best 

known in the pages of the Agawam Advertiser News 

for what? 

A. Serving as the newspapers original editor in the 1970s 

B. Shooting a back-page photo spread every week for sev- 
eral years 

C. An interview column called “Interesting Folks” 

D. None of the above — he was a sportswriter for The Re- 
publican 


6. Local 10-year-old Nicholas Ugolini became a local 
media celebrity in March after offering what service 
for free? 

A. Shoveling snow for elderly residents 

B. Babysitting one night for any veteran with children 

C. Crafting social media campaigns for small businesses 
D. Preparing tax returns for anyone on a fixed income 


7. The Agawam Advertiser News ran a three-part se- 
ries of articles in April answering questions about 
what? 

A. The new trash toter system 

B. How to qualify for a property tax abatement 

C. HAPHousing’s name change to Way Finders 

D. The origin of the “Brownies” name and mascot 


8. What visible challenge appeared on Agawam 
lawns in April and May as a fundraiser for the Relay 
for Life? 

A. Pink flamingoes 

B. Blue balloons 

C. Giant red sneakers 

D. Purple pineapples 


9. What did Agawam Firefighter Jeff Halper do in 

April to honor the firefighter victims of the 2001 ter- 

ror attacks in New York? 

A. Did 343 push-ups in full gear, for the number of fire- 
fighters who died in the attack 

B. Climbed the 72 stories of the 4 World Trade Center 
tower in full gear 

C. Released a documentary about 9/11 from a firefight- 
ers point of view 

D. Testified to Congress about the need for additional aid 
to families 


10. Frank Palange, owner of V&F Auto on Springfield 

Street, took what new role in June? 

A. Vice Chairman of the Automotive Service Association 

B. President of the West of the River Chamber of Com- 
merce 

C. Automotive repair instructor at Career-TEC 

D. Business policy advisor to Gov. Charlie Baker 


11. Agawam High School alumni Dillon Cecchi, Lu- 
cas Giusto and Jesse Jergensen took a two-month trip 
in what vehicle as a fundraiser for the David Ortiz 
Children’s Fund? 

A. A hot-air balloon 

B. The Ringling Bros. circus train 

C. A racing sailboat 

D. A green school bus 


12. Who was the only incumbent elected official 
to not appear somewhere on the November 2017 
town election ballot? 

A. Richard Cohen 

B. Diane Juzba 

C. Rosemary Sandlin 

D. Richard Theroux 


13. For the second straight year, the winner of what 
statewide competition hailed from Agawam? 

A. High school spelling bee 

B. President of the Massachusetts Bar Association 

C. Boys and Girls Club Youth of the Year 

D. Ms. Senior Massachusetts 


14. Which of these groups sponsored a mayoral de- 
bate in September? 

A. Democratic and Republican town committees 

B. Agawam Advertiser News 

C. West of the River Chamber of Commerce 

D. All of the above 


15. What was donated to Agawam High School in 
September, in memory of Lisa Ziegert? 

A. A portable podium for the marching band 

B. Twenty-five new computers 

C. Forensic science materials for a criminal justice class 
D. Funding for the “future teachers’ club 


16. Where has Scotty Wild, a former Agawam High 
School football player, found new sporting notori- 
ety? 

A. As a leading competitor in televised “e-sports” 

B. As the latest high-score record holder at Agawam Bowl 
C. As a sports entertainment wrestler 

D. As the Patriots correspondent for ESPN.com 


17. Inclement weather moved which of these events 

indoors during 2017? 

A. Memorial Day commemorations, usually on the Vet- 
erans Green 

B. Faith on Fire at Sacred Heart Church 

C. Agawam Congregational Church's annual Trunk-or- 
Treat 

D. All of the above 


18. Agawam was awash in what sign of solidarity fol- 
lowing the tragic death of Doering School student 
Braedyn Collins in November? 

A. Pink flamingoes 

B. Blue balloons 

C. Giant red sneakers 

D. Purple pineapples 


19. Agawam will host home games for a semi-profes- 
sional Springfield team in what sport? 

A. Baseball 

B. Soccer 

C. Basketball 

D. Pickleball 


20. Where is the Gordon Mansfield Veterans Com- 
munity, also known as Soldier On, which opened in 
September? 

A. The former Twin Silos property on Main Street 

B. The armory on Maynard Street 

C. Tuckahoe Turf Farm on South West Street 

D. The former police academy on South Westfield Street 


also said that 
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project cannot solely be placed on 
the tax rate and the sewer rate.’ 
Sounds like backpedaling to me. 

In the Dec. 6, 2012, issue of 
the Advertiser, Daniel O'Neil of 
South West Street said his family 
was told they were going to have 
sewers installed in 1974 and then 
in 1976. Well, that’s nearly 40 years 
ago. Once again town officials 
failed to deliver. What a shame. 
In that same issue of the Adver- 
tiser, City Council President Chris 
Johnson said that he spent his 
decade while mayor dealing with 
sewer expansion. He stated that 
years ago, state and federal mon- 
ies paid for 90 percent of the cost 
for sewer expansion, but today 
that money has dried up. 

As mayor, he dealt with sewer 
expansion all right. While John- 
son was mayor in the 1990s, I at- 
tended a small meeting of Feeding 
Hills residents to discuss the sew- 
er issue. Former Town Councilor 
Kent Servis — he passed away in 
2000 — did most of the talking. 
He said off-the-record that Mayor 
Johnson’ position was that the 
town had no responsibility re- 
garding the sewer issue because 
those houses shouldnt have 
been built in the first place. A 
young homeowner at the meet- 
ing chimed in with “but they were 
built? implying, of course, that 


you cant just put your head in 
the sand and wish the problem 
away. Besides, if those houses 
shouldn't have been built, how is 
it that they were all granted build- 
ing permits by the town? More 
importantly, they all passed the 
percolation test, meaning that 
the soil had adequate absorben- 
cy to support a septic system. I 
checked recently with the DPW 
to see who administers the “perc” 
test and they said that the Health 
Department does. (I don’t know if 
a different town agency adminis- 
tered the tests when the affected 
homes were built.) How on Earth 
could Mayor Johnson say that 
those houses should have never 
been built when town agencies 
issued building permits and ad- 
ministered “perc’ tests for those 
homes? Mind boggling. 

I guess his statement isn't so 
surprising if youve ever heard 
any of Johnson’s annual State-of- 
the-City addresses while mayor. 
I attended only one of those ad- 
dresses in person. He began his 
peroration by saying that Aga- 
wam residents were fortunate 
to live in one of the best towns 
in the best country on Earth. He, 
of course, didnt have any sta- 
tistics to back up his ridiculous 
claim. Unlike Johnson, I’m not 
a lawyer, but I had an insurance 
course in college that was taught 
by a lawyer, and he explained the 
“prudent man” concept. In es- 


sence, it’s asking what a prudent 
man would have done or said in 
certain situations. Clearly, John- 
sons comment about Agawam 
being one of the best towns on 
the planet would not have passed 
the “prudent man” test, especial- 
ly since many Feeding Hills resi- 
dents had failing septic systems 
at the time. 

Since Johnson determined that 
the cost for Phase II would be pro- 
hibitive, he offered a compromise 
that would allow the town to loan 
money to the affected residents 
so that they could have their fail- 
ing septic systems repaired. Feed- 
ing Hills residents arent looking 
for a compromise. They want the 
sewers they have been promised 
for eons. Besides, in my section of 
Feeding Hills, the northwest sec- 
tion, phase IV, the water table is so 
high that many of the homes that 
have updated their septic systems 
per Title V have had to disfigure 
their landscapes. That means that 
an otherwise level lot might have 
a raised septic system where the 
leach field rises above the rest of 
the yard. Some of these create a 
mound in an otherwise flat yard 
that is three feet high and sever- 
al feet long and wide. These areas 
are grassed over but are difficult 
to mow and cant be used for yard 
games. When these houses are 
sold, these hideous mounds usu- 
ally require a reduction in the sell- 
ing price. 


Johnson 
Phase II would be so costly to 
the city that he had reservations 
about how the project could push 
up the sewer rates for such local 
businesses as HP Hood, Six Flags 
New England, and Berkshire Pow- 
er. He's worried about losing these 
businesses and the taxes that they 
pay. I don't know about HP Hood 
and Berkshire Power, but I saw a 
television finance show recently 
about the national Six Flags or- 
ganization and it said that they 
brought in a new top executive a 
few years ago and he has restored 
the companys profitability and 
the stock price has soared. Wall 
Street analysts said that, other 
than in California, Six Flags has 
no competition because of the 
regional nature of its parks. Six 
Flags New England wont be 
leaving town anytime soon. How 
about Johnson worrying more 
about the unfortunate residents 
of Feeding Hills, some of whom 
live on fixed incomes and dont 
have the pricing power of a large 
business? 

I'm sure that some officials in 
town are for proceeding with the 
Phase II expansion, but Id like 
to praise Councilor Bob Rossi in 
particular for his efforts on our 
behalf and his unflagging support 
for the sewer expansion project. 


Mike Marieb is a Feeding Hills 
resident. 
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The year 
on the 
front page 


By Michael J. Ballway 
mballway@turley.com 





This is the 52nd edition of the Agawam Ad- 
vertiser News in 2017, and each issue has 
featured the top stories from our town on 
the front page. Heres a look back at one 
of those cover stories for each week of the 
past year: 


January 
Jan. 5: Joe Sarkis retires after 24 years as 
the supervisor at Robinson State Park. Park 
patrons are worried that the state will not 
replace him. 
Jan. 12: William Clark is collecting signa- 
tures to place a referendum question on the 
town ballot mandating that the town spend 
“at least 4 percent” of its budget on streets, 
sidewalks and building maintenance. 
Jan. 19: Releasing the video of three Aga- 
wam police officers treatment of a June 
2016 arrestee only adds to the debate over 
whether they should have been fired. 
Jan. 26: Town officials are getting impa- 
tient with the lack of progress on finishing 
the bleachers, the last unfinished structure 
at the new Agawam High School turf field. 


February 
Feb. 2: The Agawam Rotary Club cele- 
brates its 40th anniversary of service with 
a special dinner. The club is active in com- 
munity service and perhaps best known for 
is sponsorship of the annual Harvest Fair at 
School Street Park. 
Feb. 9: Agawam Junior High School mourns 
the death of Deborah Ann LaMotte, a sci- 
ence teacher whom one colleague called 
the building's “heart and soul’ 
Feb. 16: Hailey Lyne is crowned Agawam's 
2017 colleen, chosen from a field of seven 
at the pageant. Lyne is already familiar to 
Brownie sports fans as a lacrosse star. 
Feb. 23: After city councilors warned that it 
could become “another Games and Lanes,’ 
the managers of the Twin Silos property 
say they are actively redeveloping the site 
and have “exciting” plans. 


March 
March 2: David Peter, owner of Games 
and Lanes, says “April is a pretty good bet” 
for when the newly cleaned facility can be 
sold, with the existing building intact. 
March 9: The School Committee announc- 
es four finalists for the post of school super- 
intendent. A community survey says most 
respondents want to continue William Sa- 
pellis policies and want the new leader to 
be familiar with Agawam already. 
March 16: Bicycling and pedestrian im- 
provements on Springfield Street, including 
O'Brien's Corner, will be a priority as Aga- 
wam applies for “Complete Streets” grants, 
town engineers say at a public forum. 
March 23: The Lions Club has exceeded its 
fundraising goal of $10,000 for a new “tot 
lot” playground at Perry Lane Park. The 
club ended up raising more than double 
that amount. 
March 30: The state hires a new full-time 
supervisor at Robinson State Park, ending 
fears by park patrons that it would not 
be filled, after it was left open for several 
weeks. 


April 

April 6: The City Council asks for a cheaper 
version of the mayor's $5.28 million “down- 
town’ Walnut Street Extension streetscape 
plan. In the end, councilors unanimously 
reject the project. 

April 13: The district attorney selects a 
video by an Agawam student, Jake Wieners, 
for his anti-drunk driving television cam- 
paign. Wieners wrote, directed, edited and 
starred in the 60-second video. 

April 20: Mayor Richard Cohen has signed 
a “letter of non-opposition” to a proposed 





vocalist Cait Simpson, left, release their debut 
album, “The Landing.” PHOTO BY KATE ANDERSON 


January: (Above) 
Student Shane De- 
Filipi picks up drink 
orders from Granger 
School PTO Secre- 
tary Lori Stickles at 


a fundraiser pan- l 
cake supper. PHOTO me 
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February: (At left) 
Eight-year-old Zoe 
Kellogg-Brodeur 
wins the first bin- 
go game at Granger 
School’s Bingo for 
Books. She’s play- 
ing with her parents, 
Keith and Tracy. PHO- 
TO BY MIKE LYDICK 
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June: A new playground opens at Wade Park, on Franklin Street in Feeding Hills. Other improvements 
include a new basketball court, parking lot, picnic tables and benches. SUBMITTED PHOTO 
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March: 


Firefighter Pam Murphy, Blaze the dog 
and Pumper the cat pose with friends at the an- 





nual Community Fair. Murphy would retire and 
be recognized for heroism this year. PHOTO BY 
MICHAEL J. BALLWAY 





December: Mayor Richard Cohen stands below 
the School Street Park driveway named in his 
honor during the final weeks of his 16-year ten- 
ure in office. PHOTO BY MICHAEL J. BALLWAY 


> 
October: Students stand along both sides of the Doering School driveway as Marine veteran and 


former teacher Gary Janulewicz’s funeral procession is escorted through the school grounds. PHOTO 
BY MIKE LYDICK 
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March: (Above) This year’s Agawam colleens float, “Cup an Tae,” 
wins first prize for Irish-themed floats in the Holyoke St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


July: (At right) The walls finally com down at the 
abandoned, eyesore Games and Lanes building on 
Walnut Street Extension. PHOTO BY MICHAEL J. BALLWAY 
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Propane ¢ Heating Oil e Fireplaces ¢ Heating e Hot Water 
HVAC e Generators ° Service Plans ¢ 24-Hour Emergency Service 


413-998-0080 | STATE LINE 413-998-0090 


PROPANE:OIL 


StateLinePropaneOil.com 
500-514 Salmon Brook St., Granby, CT 


Lic. $1: 303179 + P1: 204150 + HOD: 737 + 478 





PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS 


As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 
weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo- 
Cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content. 

For more information, or to submit people or milestone 
news for Agawam Advertiser News, please email mballway@ 
turley.com. 








A TURLEY PUBLICATION 
www.turley.com 
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September: Deputy Fire Chief Bernard “B.J.” Calvi leads the town’s Sept. 11 memo- 
rial service. Later in the year, Calvi would be named Springfield’s new fire commis- 
sioner. PHOTO BY MICHAEL J. BALLWAY 


sunday, January 7, 2018 
e Learn about academic, athletic, art, travel 
and leadership offerings 


e Meet with current students, faculty 
and coaches 


e Tour our Innovation Lab and 


the Center for Entrepreneurial 
& Global Studies 
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medical marijuana dispensary near the 
Agawam Rotary. The dispensary has yet to 
secure a license from the state. 

April 27: Neighbors have filed a court ap- 
peal to the Planning Board's decision in 
favor of a solar farm planned for Kosak 
Court. The proponent, Eversource, would 
end up withdrawing its proposal. 


May 
May 4: Steve Lemanski is selected as Aga- 
wams new school superintendent. He and 
the other internal candidate, Assistant Su- 
perintendent Allison LeClair, were the only 
two chosen for the last round of interviews. 
May 11: City Councilors discuss adding a 
referendum on the towns participation 
in the Community Preservation Act — a 
property tax surcharge — to the November 
ballot. 
May 18: After years of requests from parents 
in town, the Park and Recreation Depart- 
ment is now taking registrations for youth 
sports and camps online for the first time. 
May 25: The town should contact the new 
owner of the blue house next to the Doer- 
ing School, which recently sold at auction, 
to buy it or take it by eminent domain, City 
Councilor George Bitzas says. 


June 
June 1: Mayor Richard Cohen wont spec- 
ify what “small violations’ led to Joan Lin- 
nehan leaving her post as director of the 
Senior Center, and there are conflicting 
reports over whether she resigned or was 
fired. 
June 8: The new track at Agawam High 
School is open, but public access is limited 
to two hours per day. Later in the summer, 
additional hours are added. 
June 15: Not only is the municipal golf 
course a sieve for money, but its clubhouse 
roof is actually leaking, with visible water 
damage in interior ceiling tiles and walls. 
June 22: The City Council rejects Mayor 
Richard Cohen’ spending plan, objecting 
to “huge amounts of unspent monies’ be- 
ing carried off the budget from year to year. 
The budget is finally passed, with amend- 
ments, the next week. 
June 29: Industrial park businesses, and Her- 
itage Hall, protest the PVTA considering end- 
ing the R14E bus route. The route is eventual- 
ly eliminated, but the R14 route is modified to 
serve those locations at certain hours. 


WILBRAHAM 
SAVONTO 
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July 
July 6: Agawam High School's varsity base- 
ball diamond is named for Gerry Smith, 
joining Harmon Smith Field and the Louis 
Conte Track as sports facilities honoring 
decorated AHS coaches. 
July 13: As the state Legislature considers 
a bill to ban Native American mascots, the 
Agawam School Committee votes unani- 
mously to back the Brownie chief’s-head 
logo as the schools official mascot. 
July 20: Richard Cohen wont seek a ninth 
term as mayor, ending 16 years in office 
and leaving a clear path for the town to 
elect its fourth different chief executive 
since adopting the mayor form of govern- 
ment in 1990. 
July 27: The City Council votes to end all 
funding for the School Street Barn rehabil- 
itation project, after bids came in higher 
than expected. 


August 
Aug. 3: A crowd gathers on Walnut Street 
Extension to watch Games and Lanes be- 
ing torn down. The decades-vacant struc- 
ture is completely razed, though the land 
remains undeveloped at year's end. 
Aug. 10: Two helicopters — an Army 
Blackhawk and a state police chopper — 
highlight the annual National Night Out, 
held at School Street Park. 
Aug. 17: Agawam homeowners will receive 
thermal images of their homes, showing 
energy inefficiency, as part of a nonprofit 
initiative by the Harold Grinspoon Foun- 
dation. 
Aug. 24: The Planning Board and Crest- 
view Country Club both object to a zoning 
change request to allow a solar farm in ag- 
ricultural land off Shoemaker Lane. 
Aug. 31: Thanks to a private donation and 
CPA funding, the town will build two more 
pickleball courts at Borgatti Field. The orig- 
inal two courts are the only pure pickleball 
facility in the region. 


September 

Sept. 7: Michael Squindo, senior outreach 
coordinator for the town of Longmeadow, 
is hired as the new director of the Agawam 
Senior Center. Park and Recreation Direc- 
tor Christopher Sparks had been filling in 
since May. 

Sept. 14: As the town solicits input through 
an online recreation needs survey, critics 
on the City Council and off it question why 
certain parks — Valley Brook and Mead- 
ow Brook — have been neglected over the 
years. 

Sept. 21: A DNA match and a written con- 
fession lead to the arrest of Gary Schara, 
of West Springfield, in the 1992 murder of 
Lisa Ziegert on Walnut Street Extension, 
the town’s longest-running unsolved crime. 
Sept. 28: High school senior Honesty Os- 
bourne hopes her tenure as the student rep- 
resentative on the School Committee will 
give her classmates a voice in policymaking. 


October 
Oct. 5: There are so many candidates that 
the town needs a preliminary election to 
narrow the field. Out of three candidates 
for mayor, only two will make it to Novem- 
ber; 22 of the 24 council hopefuls will sur- 
vive the first cut. 
Oct. 12: The Out of Darkness Walk for 
Western Massachusetts hopes to grow in 
its new home at School Street Park. The 
event, hosted by the American Foundation 
for Suicide Prevention, was formerly held 
annually in downtown Springfield. 
Oct. 19: Town and school officials install 
a new U.S. flag at the high school athletics 
field. With the donation from Congress- 
man Richard Neal, AHS now has two flags 
for that pole, ensuring Old Glory will al- 
ways be flying there. 
Oct. 26: Town officials are proposing 
“traffic calming” measures, such as speed 
humps, in the Hendom Drive neighbor- 
hood, on Reed Street and Barbara Lane. 
Not all residents of “cut-through” streets 
are welcoming the proposal. 


November 
Nov. 2: Though two of the three police of- 
ficers involved in the June 2016 incident 


FRONT I page 9 


February: Standing in front of the locked gates of Robinson State Park, local res- 
idents worry that the state may not replace the retired park supervisor. PHOTO BY 
MIKE LYDICK 
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April: Derek Jarvis, coordinator of Agawam’s public access television studio, 
stands in the newly renovated facility, which opened this year in Agawam High 
School. PHOTO BY MICHAEL J. BALLWAY 








May: Agawam High School senior Erika Sypit shows off her works 
during the Spring Arts Festival. PHOTO BY MIKE LYDICK 





June: Retiring School Superintendent William Sapelli looks on 
as Mayor Richard Cohen reads a citation from the town and the 
School Department honoring his 40-year career in Agawam edu- 
cation. PHOTO BY MIKE LYDICK 
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June: Agawam High School graduate Jasmine Micks takes a group selfie of her with her classmates, Deanna Daniels, Justin Comtois and Myia Miscisco. 
All are wearing the gender-neutral black gowns that marked a departure from tradition this year. PHOTO BY MIKE LYDICK 
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August: (Above) Six- -year-old Mary | Reed of Agawam was plucked from the 
audience to help comedic juggler Jason Tardy with one of his acts at the 


Aug. 9 KidsFest performance. PHOTO BY MIKE LYDICK 
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September: (Above right) Jake Terramagra checks out one 
of the tractors at the annual Tractor Show benefiting the 
Agawam Historical Society. PHOTO BY MIKE LYDICK 


November: (At right) Phelps fourth-grad- 
er Jason Liacos, right, “blasts” Nicolas 
Byrnes with a handful of cornstarch 
dyed purple during a “color-athon” 
fundraiser. PHOTO BY MIKE LYDICK 
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were hired back, legal disputes continue. 
Two disciplined officers (one who was 
demoted, and the one who was not hired 
back) appeal the decisions. 
Nov. 9: William Sapelli is elected mayor in 
a landslide, and three new city councilors 
and two new School Committee members 
are chosen, in the town election. 
Nov. 16: City councilors call for a “fresh 
start’ to the debate over solar zoning re- 
strictions, suggesting an overlay district 
that could allow solar farms in some agri- 
cultural areas, but not all. 
Nov. 23: A year after high schoolers voted 
to wear all-black gowns at graduation, the 
Agawam School Committee accepts the 
end of different colors for boys and girls, 
but mandates brown gowns — formerly the 
“boys” color — for all. 
; Pan Oe A R j. Nov. 30: Students at Robinson Park School 
E. P Ore EAA PERE RG, RS MESSE do more than just send supplies to a hurri- 
te EE eek Oe A isd EE SEL “40.29 = cane-ravaged school in Houston. The phil- 
April: Children scamper around a field at School Street Park during the town’s annual Easter egg hunt. PHOTO BY MIKE LYDICK anthropic drive became a curriculum on 
giving and gratitude. 
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December 

Dec. 7: A split City Council rejects the may- 
ors proposed tax rates, which would have 
increased the burden on business property 
owners. Instead, the split between com- 
mercial and residential rates will remain as 
it was in 2017. 

Dec. 14: Agawams new health agent, Kath- 
leen Auer, has several ideas for new regu- 
lations, including limiting tobacco sales to 
those aged 21 and above, rather than the 
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December: St. Nick’s annual visit sponsored by 
the Agawam Junior Women’s Club was billed 
as “Sundaes and Stories with Santa and Mrs. 


Claus,” rather than the usual pancake breakfast. 
PHOTO BY MIKE LYDICK 





current 18. 

Dec. 21: A petition forces the City Council 
to hold a public hearing on sewer system 
expansion, and residents of Feeding Hills 
decry the lack of progress after utility lines 
were promised in the 1970s. 


of 


January: Quilters gather in the Garden Room at the Agawam Senior Center to work on their projects. 


PHOTO BY MIKE LYDICK 
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May: Hailey Lyne, Agawam’s colleen, talks with student Rachel Haire, 5, during the Granger Gala. Lyne 
is flanked by two members of her court, Jenna Gamelli, left, and Bailey Laviolette. PHOTO BY MIKE LYDICK 
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removing it of contaminants in 
late April. He put the property up 
for sale, but got no major bites. 
Eventually, in late July, he paid 
to raze the building and he con- 
tinues to use a third-party realty 
company to market the property. 
But as 2017 ends, Peter says he 
has not been able to sell the prop- 
erty yet. 

“I am still working with the 
company to try and market and 
sell the property, said Peter. “I 
am not sure why the property has 
not sold. I am from the other side 
of the state and am not as famil- 
iar with the area or the market.’ 

Peter said eventually, if he 
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cannot find a buyer, he would 
work to develop the property 
himself, though that is not his 
preference. 

“My function is usually just to 
clean the properties up and get 
them ready for development, 
said Peter. “I do not usually de- 
velop them myself, though I will 
if I cannot sell it” 

Peter said he is scheduled to 
meet with Mayor-elect William 
Sapelli soon after Sapelli takes 
office in January, to get him up to 
speed on the status of the prop- 
erty. 

Peter also said the town has 
expressed some interest in the 
property. Suffriti confirmed there 
is interest on the part of some 
people in town to see the area 


used as a new town hall complex. 

“There is nothing formal in 
place at all? said Suffriti. “But 
my committee as well as some 
city councilors have talked about 
the Games and Lanes site being a 
possible place to put a new town 
hall and police department. Both 
have been major needs for a 
while.’ 

Speaking for himself, Suffriti 
said he would support a propos- 
al, believing bringing town hall 
traffic to Walnut Street Exten- 
sion would encourage people to 
visit the businesses nearby. 

Like Suffriti, the possibili- 
ty is just one thing being talked 
about, and the BMC has held 
several meetings over the last six 
months to talk about ideas to re- 
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vitalize the area. 


The DIF the committee helped 
get passed by the City Council 
would be part of that revitaliza- 
tion, he said. 

“Something like that could 
help fund a bond to get the 
streetscape improvement done, 
said Suffriti. 

The City Council turned down 
two different proposals submit- 
ted by Mayor Richard Cohen 
this year to bond streetscape 
improvements on Walnut Street 
Extension. The town failed to get 
a MassWorks grant to provide 
some of the funding. 

Cohen, who leaves office next 
week, says with the Morgan-Sul- 
livan Bridge project coming, it is 
imperative the area is redevel- 


August: (Above) The house next 
to Town Hall is torn down by 
its new owner, Colvest Group, 
which also owns two other ad- 
joining vacant lots at the corner 


of Main and Suffield streets. 
PHOTO BY MICHAEL J. BALLWAY 


October: (At left) Clark School 
Principal Shelley Russell is 
almost unrecognizable in 

her witch’s costume at the 
school’s Trunk-or-Treat. But 
she couldn’t scare off the 
Oliveira family. PHOTO BY MIKE 
LYDICK 


oped now. 

“This area has to be redevel- 
oped and modernized to meet 
the current needs and times, 
said Cohen. “It is outdated and 
unattractive to new develop- 
ers. As this area is a ‘mixed-use’ 
zone, the redevelopment must 
also include this zoning in its fu- 
ture planning of the area as well. 
Also, with the construction of the 
new Morgan-Sullivan Bridge, the 
future development of the old 
motel area, the Complete Streets 
program and the makeover of 
the O'Briens Corner area, it is 
categorically important that the 
Walnut Street Extension must 
be positively enhanced for it to 
be viable for positive future eco- 
nomic development.’ 
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Chase Gentile completes the backstroke portion 
of the boys medley relay. 
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Katie Dustin races in the girls individual medley event. 


season start is going 
Swimmingly for boys 


The Agawam High School boys swimming team is 
out to an impressive 4-0 start, last defeating Central 
on Dec. 21, 96-81. The boys got a great performance 
from John Wheat. He won the 100-yard freestyle and 
the 50-yard freestyle. David Wheat took wins in the 
200-yard freestyle and the 500-yard freestyle. 

The girls swimming team will enter 2018 with a 
2-2 record. The Brownies lost to Central last Thurs- 
day. Katie Dustin was part of the 200-yard medley 
relay team win and took the 200-yard freestyle and 


100-yard butterfly. 


@turleysports 


Agawam’s Andrew Snow competes in the 500-yard boys freestyle during last week’s meet against Central. 
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY / WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 





www.turleysports.com 









= a = 


E Jacebook.com/turleysports 
























WRESTLING 


Upper 
weight 
depth 

wins It 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 











WILBRAHAM — ‘The Aga- 
wam and Minnechaug Re- 
gional wrestling teams appear 
to have strengths in different 
parts of their lineups. 

On Dec. 20, each team 
found success in some areas, 
but it was Agawam that pre- 
vailed in the only dual meet 
of the season between the two 
teams, defeating the Falcons 
45-28. 

Agawams major success 
came at the heavier weights. 
The Brownies captured either 
a win or forfeit in the final sev- 
en matchups of the evening. 

It started with Harrison 
Mendrala at 152 pounds. He 
got a pin in the first period to 
get the momentum going on 
Agawams side. 

It followed with Jake White 
getting a pinfall in just 35 sec- 
onds. He got the takedown 
right into a pinning predica- 
ment. He needed a few sec- 
onds to get Antonio Lemlin in 
position and got the win. 

At 170 pounds, Dom Le- 
doux continued his strong 
start to the season. He needed 
just 11 seconds in the second 
period to nail a reversal and 
then get the pinfall. He had an 
8-5 lead heading into that pe- 
riod. 

The Brownies got a forfeit 
at 182 pounds, and then con- 
tinued on with a Callum Hast- 
ings win at 195 pounds. ‘The 
senior captain needed just a 
quick takedown and nailed the 
pin in only 19 seconds. 
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BOYS BASKETBALL 


Brownies fall again to Westfield 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


When you see the same time twice with- 
in a week, you usually figure a few things 
out, even against tougher teams. 

It was still a wide margin as the Aga- 
wam High School boys basketball team fell 
against visiting Westfield High School 60- 
46 on Dec. 19. 

The Brownies still had some trouble with 
Westfield’s strong scorers in Gabe Santos 
and Luis Castro. Both put up double digits 
and made trouble again for the Brownies. 






However, it was a bit less than the 77 points 
Westfield put up a week before. 

Agawam also led for a little while in this 
matchup. 

Zach Moccio helped Agawam keep an 
early lead with a couple of mid-range bas- 
kets and a layup that made it 11-8 with 3:34 
remaining in the first quarter. 

Santos nailed a shit later that gave 
Westfield a 13-12 lead, but Jon LeClair 
would hit a couple of free throws with 11 
seconds left to make it 14-13 Agawam at 
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Far right, John Wright reaches up for a short-range shot in the team’s Dec. 19 loss to Westfield. Near 
right, Ryan White tries to keep possession of the ball while as a Westfield guard reaches in. TURLEY 
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sports 
The Week Ahead 


KEY GAME 


Girls Basketball vs. Palmer 
7 p.m. Friday, Dec. 29 


After a quick 3-0 start, Agawam has dropped two straight 
games against Central and Chicopee Comp. A win over Palmer 
at home would help the Brownies get their momentum back. 


Boys Basketball 

Friday, Dec. 29 Away Pope Francis 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan.3 Away Holyoke 7 p.m. 

Girls Basketball 

Friday, Dec. 29 Home Palmer 7 p.m. 

Ice Hockey 

Saturday, Dec. 30 Home Westborough 2:30 p.m. 


Indoor Track 
No meets scheduled 


Swimming 
Tuesday, Jan. 2 Away 


Wrestling 
Thursday, Dec. 28 Home 
Wednesday, Jan. 3 Home 


Tomkiel Tournament 10 a.m. 


Chicopee Comprehensive 4 p.m. 


Chicopee Comprehensive 7 p.m. 





LAST WEEK’S SCORES 


Monday, Dec. 18 
Girls Basketball — Central 85, Agawam 48 


Tuesday, Dec. 19 

Boys Basketball — Westfield 60, Agawam 46 
Boys Swimming — Agawam 100, Monson 38 
Girls Swimming — Agawam 88, Monson 79 


Wednesday, Dec. 20 
Wrestling — Agawam 45, Minnechaug 28 


Thursday, Dec. 21 

Girls Basketball — Chicopee Comprehensive 66, Agawam 43 
Boys Swimming — Agawam 96, Central 81 

Girls Swimming — Central 107, Agawam 69 


Saturday, Dec. 23 
Hockey — Grafton 6, Agawam 1 
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Teal Savoury had similar 
success at the 220 pound 
position, getting the pinfall 
victory in just 31 seconds, 
and freshman Antonio 
Ramos wrestled at heavy- 
weight, getting the win in 
just 17 seconds after a quick 
takedown. The seven wins 
starting 152 pounds really 
made the meet for Agawam 
after Minnechaug started 
out with five straight wins. 

It was Brendan Con- 
nors who got a forfeit win 
at 106 pounds, as did Jack 
O'Toole at 132 pounds. 
Between that, Jake Ice beat 
Kyle Ma at 113 pounds. 
He got a major decision 
win, dominating most of 
the match, including eight 
points in the third period to 
secure the win. 

Miles Fortune was a 
winner in the 120 pounds 
match. He defeated Russie 
Cooper III with a pinfall in 
the second period. Cooper 
put up a hard fight, resisting 
the pin in the first period. 
But Cooper never scored 
any points, and was pinned 
36 seconds into the second. 

Sean Monteiro contin- 
ued his dominance with a 
win over Michael Caracci- 
olo. He had a commanding 
lead in the second period 
and got the pinfall 40 sec- 
onds in. 

Coming up, the Falcons 
are headed east to the Low- 
ell Holiday Tournament 
while Agawam will be in 
the comforts of home, host- 
ing their annual Phil Tom- 
kiel Holiday Tournament 
on Thursday, Dec. 28, be- 
ginning at 10 a.m. 
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Chonmany discovered that it was some- 
thing that the residents wanted and the 
town had been lacking for too long. 

“People were looking for some place 
to go where they could identify with the 
town. They were missing a resource center, 
a place where they can unite. I thought we 
need something like that,’ he said. 

The center held a soft opening and 
open house event at the end of November. 
While originally planning for a full grand 
opening on Dec. 15, Chonmany decided it 
was better to wait until after the holidays 
and make sure everything was lined up 
and ready to go. He currently anticipates 
the center having its grand opening in 
mid-January, tentatively planning for ei- 
ther Jan. 15 or Jan. 20. 

There is a lot of coordinating between 
the community center, the school system 
and town businesses to make sure every- 
thing is in place. Chonmany has a meet- 
ing on Jan. 4 with Superintendent Steven 
Lemanski and High School Principal 
Thomas Schnepp to finalize the details 
before the grand opening. 

“I didn't want to rush things, I want to 
do it right, Chonmany said. 

When the center opens in January, its 
initial services will be focused on helping 
kids in the school system, particularly 
those struggling academically, get on 
track. There will be members of the Na- 
tional Honor Society and retired teacher 
volunteers to homework and academic 
support, Bank of America will be helping 
run a finance course, the school chess 
club and also boxing lessons and other 
athletic activities. There are currently 
about 15 volunteers, who have passed 
criminal record checks, ready to go work 
with students. 

“Were going to take 15 students right 
now that have untapped talents, especial- 
ly seniors, Chonmany said. “We want to 
get the kids on the point of dropping out 
and save them, because theyre talented. 
Were going to work with kids that are 
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failing. Those are the kids that you want 
to help. These are Agawam kids and they 
could really benefit a lot from the Com- 
munity Center. 

Once things are up and running, Chon- 
many did say he is interested in looking 
into getting a bigger space and believes a 
size upgrade will be needed sooner rather 
than later. He expressed an interest in the 
idea of possibly acquiring more space in 
the building at 270 Main St., but will be 
looking into a variety of options as to help 
grow the center. 

Other community centers have tried 
and failed in the past, including a YMCA 
branch in 2016, but Chonmany feels 
those past efforts focused too heavily on 
health and fitness instead of focusing on 
what the community needs. He believes 
his efforts to become a partner with the 
schools, businesses, other towns and 
building around community input and 
feedback will give the latest community 
center in Agawam the longevity its prede- 
cessors lacked. 

“This is an actual community center 
that is based on everything the commu- 
nity needs and is working with the school 
system, he said. 

Chonmany has been a Western Mas- 
sachusetts resident since he was five and 
his parents, along with eight brothers and 
sisters, immigrated in 1979 to escape the 
war raging in Laos. Each child had one 
T-shirt, a pair of jeans, and sandals. Even 
at such a young age, the kindness and ac- 
ceptance of the community he arrived in 
impressed upon him a passion for want- 
ing to be able to give back. Chonmany’s 
experiences have continually motivated 
his efforts to keep giving back to his com- 
munity. 

“That's what really inspired me to do 
all these things. Its what fuels me to move 
forward, Chonmany said. 

For more information or to provide 
suggestions, join the community center 
on the Facebook page, Agawam Com- 
munity Center, or contact Chonmany at 
413-391-7302 or Info@agawamcommuni- 
tycenter.org. 
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CLUES ACROSS 
1. Sharp pain 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Jewish festival 

2. Anoint 

3. More pleasant 

4. Type pf painting 

5. Witness 

6. Harm 

7. Builder of Arantea 
(Greek myth.) 47. One who repairs 


daisy family 
36. Negative 
37. College student 
educator (abbr.) 
39. Most rare 
40. Harm with a knife 
43. Folk singer DiFranco 
45. Return to 


39. Junction between two 

5. Military hats nerve cells 

11. Software app on a 41. Greek goddess of the 
network (abbr.) dawn 

14. Genus of freshwater 42. Fight 
mussels 44. Thin, narrow piece of 

15. Continent wood or metal 

16. Afghani monetary unit 45. Ribosomal ribonucleic 

17. Recovered acid 8. City in India 48. Eastern England 

19. Ribonucleic acid 46. Type of kitchenware 9. Used to unlock cans river 

20. Refers to end of small 49. Specialty of The Onion 10. Induces sleep 49. Hockey players need 
intestine 51. Major Mexican river 11. More bouncy two 

21. Ethiopia’s largest lake 55. Kilometers per hour 12. A branch of Islam 50. Dismay 

22. Hostelry 56. Species of mackerel 13. White (French) 52. Rebuke 

23. Defunct American 60. Bones 18. Legal term 53. Plant of the arum 
automaker 61. Interest rate 24. Covered with frost family 

25. Denotes origin by birth 62. New York Mets legend 26. Hengyang Nanyue 54. Fish genus 
or descent 64. 19th letter of Greek Airport 57. Plant of the mallow 

27. Part of a watch alphabet 28. Wash family 

31. Stare with mouth open 65. Shawl 29. Disorder of the scalp 58. Amounts of time 
wide 66. Gracefully thin 30. North American tree 59. 11th letter of the 

34, Found in granite 67. Type of deciduous tree 31. Helps cars run Hebrew alphabet 

35. Competing 68. Not classy 32. Mandela’s party 63. One of Napoleon’s 

38. Stone film“ Given 69. Taro corm or plant 33. Aromatic plant of the generals 






Zach Moccio rushes down the court during Aga- 
wam’s Dec. 19 loss to Westfield. 





Jared Durocher tries to keep the ball away from 
Westfield’s Aidan Dunn. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHO- 
TOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


Wright would lead the Brownies with 
13 points. Moccio and LeClair each had 
12 points, and Kyle Currier had six points 
coming off the bench. 

The loss dropped Agawam to just 1-3 
for the season. Agawam barely qualified 
for the tournament last year. 

The Brownies won their first game of 
the season against South Hadley, a league 
game, but have dropped three straight, 
losing to Westfield twice with a loss 
against Sci-Tech mixed in. 

The Brownies were set to take on Com- 
merce earlier this week and have a game 
on the road tomorrow night against Pope 
Francis. The Brownies will open up the 
new year with an independent matchup 
against Holyoke. 


BASKETBALL & from page 10 


the end of one quarter. 

Westfield took an early lead in the sec- 
ond quarter, but Agawam hung in. But a 
run in the final couple of minutes of the 
frame with scores from Santos, Castro, 
and Aidan Dunn helped Westfield open up 
the game with a 32-22 lead. 

In the third quarter, Agawam got a 
trey from Moccio and John Wright nailed 
down a 3-point play in order to close the 
gap to 34-30 Westfield. 

But Westfield retook the 10-point 
lead and continued to keep the Brownies 
at arm's length for the remainder of the 
game. 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)267-9680 


FIREWOOD 


2 YEAR SEASONED OAK & 
Hardwoods. Cut, split, delivered. 2, 3, 
4 cord loads. R.T. Smart & Sons 
(413)267-3827 www.rtsmart- 
wood.com. 





2 YR. SEASONED HARDWOOD 
qualiity & volume guaranteed. Call S & 
K Lawn Care 800-607-5296 or 413- 
267-3100. $220/ cord plus delivery. 


"HALL SEASONED FIRE- 
WOOD!!!" Over a cord guaranteed. 
Cut, Split, Prompt delivery. Call D & D 
Cordwood (413)348-4326. 


ALL SEASONED HARDWOOD 2 
yrs. Cut, Split, Del. Prompt Del. West- 
view Farms Creamery, LLC 413-246- 
1721, 413-245-1055. 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $150.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


LOG LENGTH FIREWOOD for 
sale. 7-8 cords delivered. $700.00 
delivered locally. Pricing subject to 
change. Place your order today. We 
also purchase standing timber. 1-800- 
373-4500. www.woodbundles.com 


Post your 
| job openings 
—_ in our 
.. classifieds. 


We get results! 


FLEA MARKET 


YANKEE FLEA MARKET 
1311 Park Street (Rt. 20) 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Over 150 vendors 
Over 10,000 Square feet 
6 days a week 
Tues-Sat 10-5, Sunday 11-5 
Open 7 days during Brimfield 
Antique Show 
Year round, all indoor 
Antiques, Collectibles, 
Household furnishings and more! 
Vendors Welcome, Apply within 
Always buying, 

Free estimates! 
(413)283-4910 
Free Parking 
Free Admission 


HAY FOR SALE 


ORGANIC HAY FOR sale at Cream 
of the Crop Farm. Different prices for 
different qualities. All 800 pound bales. 
Call for info 413-297-6037, jerald@ 
creamofthecropfarm.net. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-800-417-0524 


COMCAST HI-SPEED INTER- 
NET $39.99/mo. (for 12 mos.) No term 
agreement. Fast Downloads! PLUS 
Ask About our Triple Play (TV- Voice- 
Internet) for $89.99/mo. (lock in 2 yrs.!) 
CALL 1-844-835-5117 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


LUNG CANCER? 60 Years Old? If 


so, you and your family may be entitled 
to a significant cash award. Call 800- 
364-0517 to learn more. No risk. No 
money out of pocket. 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 


MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether youre Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 


vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


SAFE STEP WALK-IN TUB #1 


Selling Walk-in tub in No. America. 
BBB Accredited. Arthritis Foundation 
Commendation. Therapeutic Jets. 
MicroSoothe Air Therapy System. 
Less that 4 Inch Step-In. Wide Door. 
Anti-Slip Floors. American Made. Call 
855-400-0439 for up to $1500. 
Off. 


SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY TV, 


Internet & Voice for $29.99/ea. 60 MB 
per second speed. No contract or com- 
mitment. We buy your existing contract 
up to $500.! 1-844-592-9018 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 


STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 


DVD & brochure! 1-844-286-0854 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, saws, levels, etc. 
Call Ken (413)433-2195. Keep your 


vintage tools working and get MONEY. 


WWI, WWII MILITARY items. 
American, German, Japanese. med- 
als, swords, uniforms, patches, hel- 
mets, photos, manuals, flight jackets, 
knives, boyonets. (413)885-2889 


WANTED TO BUY 


ANITUQES & COLLECIBLES 
wanted. Cash paid. Buying whole, par- 
tial and single item estates. Clean-outs 
available. Call 413-212-9004. 


WANTED- COSTUME JEWELRY, 
gold and silver, furs. Please call for 
more information or text (413)512- 
3714 





A B Hauling and 
Removal Service 





***EKEXA & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


Buying? Selling? 
Our Classifieds 
Get Results 


= 





SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


Gi 





A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, base- 
ments, demo services 
10% disc. with this ad. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


ACE CHIMNEY SWEEPS Clean- 
ings, inspections, repairs, caps, liners, 
waterproofing, rebuilds. Gutterbrush 
installations. Local family owned some 
1986. HIC #118355. Fully insured. 
(413)547-8500 


ADAM QUENNEVILLE ROOF- 
ING, SIDING, WINDOWS: Shin- 
gle, Flat and Metal Roofs, Slate Roof 
Repairs, Roof and Siding Shampoo 
Service, Gutter Covers, decks and 
porches. Lifetime Vinyl Siding, Win- 
dows, Skylights & Sun Tunnels. Call 
(413)536-5955 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S ODD JOB 
SERVICE Rubbish removal, attics, 
cellars, garages cleaned. Light moving. 
Gutters Cleaned. Call someone you 
know (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)267-9680 for esti- 
mate. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Name: 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Number of Weeks:___ 
Credit Card: 
Card #: 


(J MasterCard 


Base Price 

$26.00 

Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





S&P a 
State: Zips — 
ce X perweekrate=$ 
AVISA Discover LI Cash L Check# 
Exp. Date CVV 
Date: 


Amount of charge: 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 






Quabbin ————_ 






Village Hills 


Circulation: 


GRANBY 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price __ 


: $ 
Subtotal = 


x Number of Weeks __— = ŻŽ 


BELCHERTOWN 


NORTH 
E BROOKFIELD 

















D 


EAST 
BROOKFIEL 


BRIMFIELD 


WALES Á HOLLAND 


Suburban 


STURBRIDGE 






Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 





Includes 
additional words 


Add a second ZONE ___*10.00 





~ Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 





TOTAL Enclosed — — < 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


HANDYMAN SERVICES No job 
too small. Belchertown areas. Call 
(413)323-7669. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


WATER DAMAGE, DRYWALL, ceil- 
ing repair, complete finishing job. Fully 
insured. Call Ray (413)348-9832 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, drs buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


COLEMAN APPLIANCE’ SER- 
VICE Servicing all makes and mod- 
els of washers, dryers, refrigerators, 
stoves, dishwashers, air conditioners. 
Also dryer vent cleaning. (413)536- 
0034 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


COMPUTER 
SERVICES 


COMPUTERS SHOULDN'T BE 
frustrating or frightening. lII come to 
you. Upgrades, troubleshooting, set- 
up, tutoring. Other electronics too. Call 
Monique (413)237-1035 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE 
#E16303 Free estimates. Senior Dis- 
counts. Insured. 40 years experience. 
No job too small. Cell (413)330- 
3682 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 


MENARD GARAGE DOORS Au- 
thorized Raynor dealer specializing in 
the best quality and selection of insu- 
lated garage doors. Sales, Installation, 
service and repairs of residential and 
commercial garage doors and open- 
ers. Fully insured. Free estimates. Call 
(413)289-6550, (413)626-1978 


or www.menardgaragedoors.com 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 
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CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improvement 
needs. ROOFING, SIDING, WIN- 
DOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUTTERS. 
Extensive references available, Fully 
Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. Call 
GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569-3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, additions. In- 
surance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


INSTRUCTION 


TRUCK DRIVERS 
NEEDED 
A & B CDL CLASSES + BUS 
Chicopee, MA (413)592-1500 
UNITED TRACTOR TRAILER 
SCHOOL 
Unitedcdl.com 


LANDSCAPING 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
Oil Burner Tune Ups 
“Tis the Season” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. 


SKY-TECH ROOFING, INC. 40 
years experience. Commercial, residen- 
tial. Insured. Shingles, single-ply sys- 
tems. Tar/ gravel, slate repairs. 24 hour 
Emergency Repairs. (413)348-9568, 
(413)204-4841. (413)536-3279 


SNOWPLOWING 


DEVENO LANDSCAPING- 
SNOWPLOWING Parking lots, com- 
mercial property only. Agawam, Wilbra- 
ham, Hampden, Westfield, Southwick 
areas. 413-746-9065, 413-657- 
9293 Cell 


Public Notices 





Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD17P1944EA 
Estate of: 

Samuel Phillip Fay 
Also Known As: 
Samuel P. Fay 
Date of Death: 
September 4, 2017 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested 
in the above captioned estate, 
by Petition of Petitioner 
Aimee J. Fay of Agawam 
MA, a Will has been admit- 
ted to informal probate. 

Aimee J. Fay of Agawam 
MA has been informally 
appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate 
to serve without surety on 
the bond. 

The estate is being admin- 
istered under informal pro- 
cedure by the Personal Rep- 
resentative under the Mass- 
achusetts Uniform Probate 
Code without supervision 
by the Court. Inventory and 
accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but 
interested parties are enti- 
tled to notice regarding the 
administration from the 
Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu- 
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict- 


ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Petitioner. 

12/28/17 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD17P2322EA 
Kstate of: 
Paul Victor Ferrarini 
Also Known As: 
Paul V. Ferrarini, 

Paul Ferrarini, Jr. 
Date of Death: 
10/07/2017 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested 
in the above captioned estate, 
by Petition of Petitioner 
David M. Ferrarini of 
Brewster MA, 

David M. Ferrarini 
of Brewster MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond. 

The estate is being admin- 
istered under informal pro- 
cedure by the Personal Rep- 
resentative under the Mass- 
achusetts Uniform Probate 
Code without supervision 
by the Court. Inventory and 
accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but 
interested parties are enti- 
tled to notice regarding the 
administration from the 
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TREE WORK 


ATEKS TREE- Honest, quality tree 
service. From pruning to house lot 
clearing. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Firewood sales. (413)687-3220 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


H & H TREE SERVICE Fully in- 
sured. 15 yrs experience climbing. 
Call Dave for additional services. 413- 
668-6560 day or night. 





AUTO 


$$$ AUTOS WANTED Top Dollar 
paid for your unwanted cars, trucks, 
vans, big and small, running or not. 
Call (413)534-5400 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS.ORG 


Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu- 
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict- 
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Petitioner. 

12/28/17 


AGAWAM HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 
The Agawam Historical 
Commission will be hold- 
ing a public hearing at 7:00 
PM on Tuesday, January 9, 
2018, at the Captain Charles 
Leonard House, 663 Main 
Street. The purpose of this 
hearing will be to review the 
Demolition Permit for 430 
North West Street which 
comes under the Town of 
Agawam’s Demolition Delay 
Ordinance. 

By Order of David Cecchi 
Chairman 
AGAWAM HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 

12/21, 12/28/17 


LEGAL NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given 
by Langonet Towing pursu- 
ant to the provisions of G.L. 
c.255, Section 39A, that on 
JANUARY 10, 2018 at 63 
Ramah Cir S, Agawam the 
following Motor Vehicles 
will be sold at private sale 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 
BUS CLEANER/ FUELER 
SPRINGFIELD AREA TRANSIT 
COMPANY 


2ND SHIFT 
(4 P.M. - 12:00 A.M.) 





SATCo is seeking to fill the position of 
Bus Cleaner /Fueler to perform tasks 
related to retrieving, cleaning and fu- 
eling buses. This is a safety-sensitive 
position requiring a Commercial Driv- 
ers License (Class A or B) with no air- 
brake restriction. Starting pay- $17.72/ 
hour. Fridays and Sundays off. Please 
review a detailed position description 
and job requirements under Careers 
at www.pvta.com. Upload your cover 
letter and resume via our website, or 
mail to: SATCo, Attn: Human Resourc- 
es, 2840 Main Street, Springfield, MA 
01107. EEO/DF 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 








CONSTRUCTION COST ESTI- 
MATOR General Construction/Civil - 
Full or Part-time for consulting firm with 
regional client base working primarily 
for architectural clients. 

Salary/ Rate commensurate with ex- 
perience. 

West Brookfield office; right candidate 
may perform some work from home. 
Call (508)867-3222 


FOR RENT 








EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, limita- 
tion, or discrimination because of 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such prefer- 
ence, limitation, or discrimination.” 
We will not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate which is in 
violation of the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that all dwellings 
advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. 


Find us online at 





VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


A 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


www.newspapers.turley.com 


to satisfy the garagekeeper’s 
lien thereon for storage, tow- 
ing charges, and expenses of 
notices and sale of said vehi- 
cle. 

2015 HONDA CIVIC 

VIN: 2HGFB2F7XFH507692 
Gary Schara 

67 Lathrop St 

West Springfield MA 01089 
2007 HONDA CBR 
MOTORCYCLE 

VIN: JH2PC40077M00308 1 
Tajh Russell 

181 Elm St 

Agawam MA 01001 

12/21, 12/28/17, 1/04/18 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD17P2366EA 
In the Estate of: 
Pasquale Bruno Mina 
Date of Death: 08/11/2002 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
APPOINTMENT OF 
SUCCESSOR 
PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE 
To all interested persons: 
A Petition has been filed 
by: Hyman G Darling of 
Springfield MA request- 
ing that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order 
that Hyman G Darling of 
Springfield MA be appoint- 
ed as Successor Personal 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without 


Surety on the bond and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear- 
ance and objection at this 
Court before 10:00 a.m. on 
01/16/2018. 

This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ- 
ten appearance and objection 
if you object to this pro- 
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an Affidavit of Objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return date, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

The estate is being 


Plalnia@ 


afe 
DEG 





administered under formal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform 
Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts are 
not required to be filed with 
the Court, but recipients. 
are entitled to notice regard- 
ing the administration from 
the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribution 
of assets and expenses of 
administration. 
WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 
Date: December 13, 2017 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
12/28/17 
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Out & About 





OUR CALENDAR SECTION is intend- 
ed to promote free events, or those 
that directly affect a volunteer-driv- 
en organization. Paid events that are 
not deemed benefits do not qualify. 
Non-charitable events that charge 
the public for profit are not allowed 
as we consider that paid advertis- 
ing. The deadline to submit calendar 
items is Monday at noon. Send to 
the Agawam Advertiser News at 
aan@turley.com, fax to 413-786- 
8457, or mail to Turley Publications, 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. 
We usually print at least one week 
prior to an event. The listings should 
be brief with only time, date, loca- 
tion, activity explanation, and con- 
tact information. 


Friday, Jan. 5 
AGAWAM CULTURAL COUNCIL AP- 
PLAUSE SERIES CONCERT by The 
september Girls at 7 p.m. at the 
Agawam Senior Center, 954 Main 
ot. Free and open to the public. 


Saturday, Jan. 6 
MERRIMACK VALLEY KENNEL 
CLUB in the Young Building on the 
grounds of the Big E, 1305 Memori- 
al Ave., West Springfield from 7 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. today and tomorrow. Free 
admission. 


Wednesday, Jan. 10 
THE ELM-BELCHER MASONIC 
LODGE, 53 River St., Agawam offers 
an all-you-can-eat spaghetti supper 
at a cost of $8 for adults, $4 for chil- 
dren. The public is welcome. 


Friday, Jan. 12 
NORTHEASTERN POULTRY CON- 
GRESS today and tomorrow in the 
Mallary Complex on the grounds 
of the Big E, 1305 Memorial Ave., 
West Springfield. Free admission. 
For times, visit TheBigE.com. 


Tuesday, Jan. 16 
THE AGAWAM CULTURAL COUNCIL 
will meet at 7 p.m. at the Agawam 
Public Library, 750 Cooper St., Aga- 
wam. It is open to the public. There 
is no cost to join or serve. New 
members welcome. 


Saturday, Jan. 20 

AUTO PARTS SWAP ’N SELL today 
and tomorrow beginning at 8 a.m. 
in the Better Living Center on the 
grounds of the Big E, 1305 Memo- 
rial Ave., West Springfield. General 
admission, $12; children 12 and 
under free with paid adult. 


SPRINGFIELD MOTORCYCLE SHOW 
today and tomorrow beginning at 
10 a.m. in the Young Building on the 
grounds of the Big E, 1305 Memo- 
rial Ave., West Springfield. General 
admission, $15; children 6 to 12, 
$5. 


Saturday, Jan. 27 
RAILROAD HOBBY SHOW today and 
tomorrow in the Better Living Cen- 
ter, Young & Stroh Buildings, and 
Mallary Complex on the grounds 
of the Big E, 1305 Memorial Ave., 
West Springfield. General admis- 
sion, $15; children 15 and under 
free when accompanied by an adult. 
For times, visit TheBigE.com. 


Saturday, Feb. 10 
WINTER MARKET will be open from 





10 a.m. to 3 p.m. inside the Epis- 
copal Church of the Atonement, 36 
Court St., Westfield and will include 
vendors with seasonal products and 
local crafters with pottery, candles, 
woodcrafts and home decorating 
items. The building is handicap ac- 
cessible with restrooms, live music 
and free parking. 


ONGOING 

AGAWAM UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH, 459 Mill St., Agawam, 
offers a free “Crochet Club” the first 
and third Tuesday of each month 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. All are invited to 
join, including men and women and 
beginners to experienced crochet- 
ers. Drop-ins welcome. Hooks and 
yarn available if needed. For more 
information, call 413-786-7991. 


THE AGAWAM ST. PATRICK COM- 
MITTEE meets the second Wednes- 
day of each month, September 
through June, at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Peirce Conference Room at the 
Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper 
St. For information on how to join, 
call Vera Conway at 413-786-3247 
or email Rosemary Sandlin at rose- 
marysandlin@gmail.com. 


ADULT DROP-IN SIT & KNIT meets 
at the Agawam Public Library at 
750 Cooper St. Tuesdays from 1-3 
p.m. Bring your sticks and join other 
knitters for creative time. No regis- 
tration is required. 


GRANDPARENT’S PLAYGROUP 
Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m., 
at St. David's Church, 699 Springfield 
ot., Feeding Hills. This free infant and 
toddler playgroup features music and 
movement, fostering children’s inter- 
actions and sharing skills. Open to all 
grandparents and their grandchildren. 
Follows school schedule. 


MOM 2 MOM takes place the 
second Tuesday of every month 
October through June, 9:30 to 11 
a.m. at Agawam Congregational 
Church, 745 Main St. A round-table 
discussion hosted by a local “vet- 
eran” mom, this is a great way to 
have further conversation on recent 
café themes and parent education 


events, celebrate parenting and re- 
ceive encouragement for the trials. 


THE WESTFIELD WOMAN’S CLUB’s 
clubhouse is available for rentals for 
wedding receptions, bridal showers, 
baby showers, graduation celebra- 
tions, and birthday and anniversary 
parties by the hour or the day. For 
more information, call Lilian at 413- 
568-2916. 


A BREAST CANCER AND MASTEC- 
TOMY SUPPORT GROUP meets the 
fourth Tuesday of each month from 6 
to 7:15 p.m. at 2 South Bridge Drive, 
Suite 1B, Agawam. Registration is 
required by calling 413-789-0200 or 
online at www.survivorjourneys.org. 


AN ALL CANCER SUPPORT GROUP 
meets the first Tuesday of each 
month from 6 to 7 p.m. at Sacred 
Heart Parish Center, 1061 Spring- 
field St., Feeding Hills. Registration 
is required by calling 413-789- 
0200 or online at www.survivorjour- 
neys.org. 


A BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 
meets the second Wednesday of 
each month at Heritage Woods 
Assisted Facility, 462 Main St., 
Agawam. Registration is required by 
calling 413-789-0200 or online at 
www.survivorjourneys.org. 


WIDOWED SUPPORT GROUP for 
anyone who has lost a spouse. 
Captain Charles Leonard House, 
663 Main St., Agawam, the second 
Wednesday of the month, 1:30 to 
3:30 p.m. 


FRIENDS AND FAMILY SUPPORT 
GROUP for anyone who has lost a 
child, parent, sibling, or dear relative 
or friend. Captain Charles Leonard 
House, 663 Main St., Agawam, the 
second Wednesday of the month, 7 
to 9 p.m. 


GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP FOR FAMI- 
LY AND FRIENDS for those who have 
lost a child, parent, sibling, or dear 
relative or friend. Wednesday, Dec. 
20, 3:15 to 4:15 p.m., West Spring- 
field Senior Center, 128 Park St., 
West Springfield. 


Apply by Sunday 
for colleen pageant 


The Agawam St. Patricks Committee has extended 
the deadline for colleen applications to Sunday, Dec. 31. 

The annual colleen pageant chooses five young 
ladies to promote a sense of spirit in the Irish com- 
munity, and Irish awareness to all. The colleen and 
her court will represent Agawam in several activities 
throughout the “Irish Season, culminating in the 
Holyoke St. Patrick's Day Parade on March 18. 

Applicants must be single, aged 17-22, have no 
children, have Irish ancestry, have an interest in con- 
tinuing her education, and must be a resident of Aga- 
wam or Feeding Hills. Past colleens and court mem- 
bers are not eligible. The pageant will take place on 
Feb. 11 at Chez Josef in Agawam. 

Applications are available at Agawam High 
School, the Agawam Public Library, Agawam Town 
Hall, Cooper's Gifts and on the Agawam St. Patrick's 


Facebook page. 


Agawam Senior Center 
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Lunch Menu 

Monday, Jan. 1: Senior Center closed. 

Tuesday, Jan. 2: Salisbury steak, mashed potato, 
green beans, oranges. 

Wednesday, Jan. 3: Chicken breast topped with to- 
mato and Swiss cheese, scalloped potatoes, vegetable 
blend, mixed fruit. 

Thursday, Jan. 4: Beef stew, mixed vegetables, bis- 
cuit, garden salad, baked good. 

Friday, Jan. 5: Ravioli carbonara, three-bean salad, 
applesauce. 


Calendar of Events 
Monday, Jan. 1: Senior Center closed. 
Tuesday, Jan. 2: 9 a.m., sewing class, open knitting 
group; noon, ladies only billiards; 12:30 p.m., movie 






(“Planes, Trains and Automobiles”), mah jongg; 1 p.m., 
Mexican Train Game; 6 p.m., beginner line dance. 
Wednesday, Jan. 3: 8:15 a.m., weight training, 
yoga; 9:45 a.m., Gentle Yoga; 10 a.m., Friends meet- 
ing; 11:15 a.m., Tai Chi; 12:30 p.m., bridge; 1 p.m., 
ballroom lessons, Scrabble; 1:30 p.m., Golden Agers 
Chapter 2 meeting; 5:30 p.m., Zumba Gold; Western 
Mass. Genealogy meeting. 

Thursday, Jan. 4: 9:30 a.m., quilting; 10 a.m., line 
dancing; 12:15 p.m., Bridge; 12:30 p.m., Mexican 
Train Game; 1 p.m., pitch, open art; 2 p.m., Melody 
Band practice; 4 p.m., yoga; 6:30 p.m., pitch. 

Friday, Jan. 5: 8:15 yoga; 9:15 a.m., Let’s Paint; 10 
a.m., absolute beginner line dance; noon, canasta; 1 
p.m., pitch, Cribbage; 4 p.m., card games; 7 p.m., Ap- 
plause Series at the Senior Center, free event. 
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Winter: Preston Kozub gets a loose puck behind the Agawam goal in a late-season game. Brownie 
ice hockey was 4-15-1 for the 2016-17 season and did not qualify for the tournament. FILE PHOTOS 





Spring: Gianna Boyle tries to tag 
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against Minnechaug. Brownie softball went 16-6 and lost in the semifinals to Pittsfield. 





SOLAR u1 from page 1 


because a lot of people had concerns. 

Attorney Michael Pill was hired by Ko- 
sak Court residents Carl Pinette, Marsha 
Pinette and Aline Stolar to represent the 
neighborhood. He explained Agawam 
has unusual zoning laws where industrial 
zones are ‘permissive, meaning anything 
can be placed there unless explicitly out- 
lawed in the zoning code, whereas resi- 
dential and agricultural areas are “pro- 
hibitive, where nothing is allowed unless 
it’s specifically stated in the law. 

Eversource argued that nothing ex- 
plicitly prohibits solar facilities in the 
town zoning code. Pill counter-argued 
that only industrial zones are permissive, 
so large-scale solar arrays are allowed 
only there. 

“[My clients] did not want solar farm 
next to them, Pill said. “They were also 
concerned about farmland being chewed 
up by [a] solar farm. The legal dice same 
up in the favor of my clients.’ 

Though Pill filed a suit against Ever- 
source and the town, it never went to 
trial. The power company withdrew its 
proposal in May, when it became clear 
that gaining approval would not be a 
straightforward process. Priscilla Ress, a 
spokeswoman for Eversource, confirmed 
that the community opposition played a 
large role. 

“Tt certainly was the community reac- 
tion, Ress said this month. “At the time, 
we were under a very tight construction 
deadline and couldnt invest any more 
time and money into the site.’ 

She also added that Eversource has now 
reached its statewide goal of having facili- 
ties generate 62 megawatts of energy from 
solar, and that it’s uncertain at this time 
whether they will be building any more 
farms — perhaps by revisiting the Kosak 
Court property, which they still own. 

“The goal has been met. We'll see what 
the future holds,’ she said. 

Grant personally feels that if the so- 
lar farms had been located further off 
the road, perhaps 20 to 30 yards back, 
with some shrubbery planted in front of 
them to obscure their view from the road, 
and Eversource took on responsibility to 
maintain the land, then the communi- 
ty might have been more accepting. He 


hopes if Eversource comes back with a 
new plan, it incorporates the community 
and works together to make it work. 

“It wouldnt bother me, because it is 
something that we do need, Grant said. 
“It’s a new way of life now. If they had just 
put in some nice shrubs on the roadside, I 
wouldnt care less. The only thing I’m con- 
cerned about is people taking care of the 
land to keep our neighborhood looking 
good. 

City Councilor Richard Theroux was 
the loudest voice on the council advo- 
cating for a zoning ordinance that would 
explicitly state where solar farms can go. 
He said he is disappointed that the coun- 
cil has yet to get anything passed, and 
residents were put in a position of having 
to defend themselves through the legal 
system. After seven months, more than 
$10,000 spent on legal fees, the ordinance 
failed to pass twice, both times one vote 
shy of the two-thirds majority it need- 
ed. “When neighborhoods have to get 
together and hire an attorney, pay for it 
out of their own pocket to fight the very 
government that’s supposed to protect 
them, I just think that’s wrong, Theroux 
said. “That's what I was there for, to find 
a way to protect them from something 
they didn't want and from something we 
agreed shouldnt be in their backyard.’ 

Mayor Richard Cohen, too, had pushed 
for a solar zoning ordinance, starting 
in May when Eversource announced it 
would withdraw its plans. Theroux lost 
his bid for re-election to the council in 
November, and Cohen opted not to run 
for re-election as mayor. 

Theroux remains hopeful for the fu- 
ture and said that zoning is a complex 
issue facing the town, but there will be 
opportunities to work and improve on 
what is in place and help protect town 
residents going forward. He added that 
solar is good for the town, but it needs to 
be put in the right places. 

“In my opinion that was not the right 
place for it. My stance was absolutely not 
anti-solar, it was to have the solar in the 
right zoning, Theroux said. 

The council has lately begun discus- 
sion on an overlay district for solar facil- 
ities. This would allow the councilors to 
pick and choose individual properties in 
town to include in a solar energy district, 
overruling any other underlying zone. 
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SPOR!S YEAR IN REVIEW 











Winter: Caitlyn Normoyle attempts a shot under the hoop ina girls Spring: Sam Polley takes his turn on the long jump at the Western Winter: Jon Leclair attempts a layup during a boys basketball 
basketball game in early February. The girls basketball team went Massachusetts Championship meet at Holyoke High School. FILE game. The boys finished 10-11, losing to Westfield in the first 
6-4 and did not qualify for the postseason. PHOTOS playoff round. 
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Fall: Kristen Fellion heads up the field after clearing the ball. Field hockey went 10-6-4 and lost to Fall: Running back Jared Durocher slides for a bit more yardage near the goal line anai the faa 
Longmeadow in the Western Mass. finals. giving game against West Springfield. Football finished 4-7 and did not qualify for the playoffs. 


How the other teams did 


e Golf finished 15-1, the sec- 
ond-place team in Western Massa- 
chusetts. 

e Boys swimming finished 9-4 and 
girls swimming finished 7-6 in the 
2016-17 winter season. Katie Dustin 
won the Western Mass. 200-yard indi- 
vidual medley competition. 

e Baseball finished with 9 wins, 11 
losses, and did not qualify for postsea- 
son play. 

e Girls soccer was 7-8-3 and did not 
qualify for the tournament. 

e Boys lacrosse went 5-13 and did 
not qualify for the tournament. 





Fall: Maddy Lockwood makes a backwards hit during the first round of 
the Western Mass. tournament. Girls volleyball went 11-10 and lost in the 


semifinals to Longmeadow. Fall: Eyan Corridan makes a backwards head to keep play on Holyoke’s 
end of the field during an October matchup against Holyoke where the 
Brownies tied the Knights 3-3. Boys soccer finished 8-6-6, and lost in the 
quarterfinals to Amherst. 








Spring: McKenzie Lyne makes her move after 
winning the faceoff during the Western Mass. 
finals against Westfield in mid-June. Boys volleyball finished the season Winter: Harrison Mendrala tries to work out of trouble in the Western Mass. quarterfinals against Algonquin. Girls lacrosse 
15-6, and lost to Westfield in Western Mass. Finals. wrestling 145-pound quarterfinal. finished 14-4, but lost the quarterfinal game. 


Spring: Garrett Hollander jumps to ake a set during the Western Mass. 
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David J. Coyne, President 


HOME & HEARTH 


REMODELING ann RESTORATION, LIC 





4 AUTO COLLISION REPAIR) 2 FLOOR COVERING 
a JERMETI E ERTER Stil 


ma AE TTE Quality Floor 
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floor covering inc. 
















COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL 





e Quality Collision Repairs 
e Free Estimates ¢ Work with all insurance companies 








The Craftsmen Who Care 


. . . (413) 382-7837 

223 Garden St., Feeding Hills e www.vermetteauto.com S01 SOUTHAMPTON Rd Westhield, MA 01085 (413) 382-7838 (fa) _ 
413-568-4460 1-800-498-4460 dave@HandHremodeling.com 

E} MA Reg. 1842 786-8226 Since 1979 www.martinsfloorcovering.com E e ATS eh 





MA HIC 148138 e CT HIC 0620090 


CALE YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 800-824-6545 
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YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED 
RELIABLE 
DEPENDABLE 


a O 6 FUEL/HEATING OIL 

KITCHEN & BATH PE rA = a 
Canine fe KRE MA LIC#9036 en MA BEZE BIEL 5 a A N 
oitcHEns ati 413.789.2074 DREYER 


-baystatefueloil.com 
[Sie |, J JB Fax: 413.786.0954 PLUMBING bail 
l Np l EN H 300 Main St., Agawam, MA & HEATING E ey eng A ES 
n j budgetcabinetsales.com Hesting Oittelives es eee 
Dare age graeme aA COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL - SERVICE - Heating Service |7- New customer specials 
Cine a, A adal (413) 789-2260 e Air Conditioning Service -...and More! 
S Affordable Prices & Personal Service | Specializing in on-demand water heater installation and repairs 


8 LOCKSMITH 


Family Owned and Operated Since 1962 


ADVERTISE 
i“Rackliffe YOUR BUSINESS 
LAWN SPRINKLER : 7 — HERE ON 


Burglar Alarms ¢ Safes e Locksmith Services 
Decorative & Security Door Hardware 


Lawns e Gardens e Perennial Beds 


16 Ramah Circle South, Agawam, MA 413-786-0429 
41 3-569-2033 www. rackliffe.com 
Fully Insured ¢ Free Estimates MA Lic. 800C CT Reg. LCK058 


9 LANDSCAPING 


q Ar WASTE 
CERW EE 9 


ALL SIZE TEMPORARY CONTAINERS 
BULK PICK-UP OR COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT 
RESIDENTIAL CURB-SIDE 


Patios ¢ Walls ¢ Walks e Stairs 
Over 20 Years Experience ¢ Owner on Site e Guaranteed Work 
Specializing in Unique 
NM Hardscape Design & Installation Ph spate ellis aN a a THIS SPACE IS AVAILAB LE 
Gen one 413-786-2449 « Fax 413-789-3738 
ææ CRWLandscapes@aol.com 41 3.821.9498 www.newasteinc.com 





